THE 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


Vou. XLVITI.— MAY, 1868.— No. V. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


VISIT TO PEKING. —GOVERNMENT OF CHINA. 
BY REV. M. J. KNOWLTON, NINGPO, CHINA. 
{Continued from Mag. for March, p. 69.] 


Before speaking of the present Imperial family, it may be interesting to glance at 
the Tartar sway in China in general.! The present Ta-T'’sin, that is, “* Great Pure,” 
is not the first period of Tartar sovereignty over China. 

The incursions of the northern tribes into China began at a very early date, as 
is evident from the fact that the Great Wall was erected as a barrier against them, 
220 years B. C. Subsequently those incursions became more and more formidable. 
About the year A. bp. 936, the Tartars assisted in overthrowing the After Tang 
dynasty, and establishing the After Tsin dynasty, for which service the Chinese 
emperor was obliged to pay them a subsidy. The second emperor of this dynasty, 
failing to pay the tribute, they drove him from the throne, and endeavored to subdue 
the whole empire; but were defeated by a Chinese general, who became emperor and 
called his dynasty the Afler Han. Next followed the Afler Chan dynasty, which 
lasted about nine years, while the Afler Han dynasty continued but four years. 
Next followed the Sung dynasty, which maintained its sway over the whole empire 
about 167 years, to A. D. 1127. 

From about this time for more than a hundred years the Kin Tartars held possession 

of the northern half of the empire; hence this dynasty from the year 1127 was called 
the Southern Sung dynasty. About a. p. 1245 the Chinese emperor called in the aid 
of the celebrated Mongol Tartar, Kublai Khan, who not only drove out the Kin Tar- 
tars, but finally, in the year 1280 succeeded in subduing the whole empire to his sway. 
Thus in 1280 was the reign of the Mongols established over China, which was called 
the Yuen dynasty, and continued ninety-eight years. 

It was during the reign of Kublai Khan, that Marco Polo and his father Nicolo Polo 
visited China, and were taken into the special friendship and favor of the emperor. 
Marco Polo, being young and apt to learn, by applying himself vigorously to study, 
was soon able to speak and read and write both the Chinese and Mongolian languages. 
The emperor sent him on several commissions, and made him the ruler of a city in 
this, the Chekiang province. Marco Polo’s history of his travels and sojourn in China 


1 There is no such nation as Tartary, — this being but the foreign designation for a region of 
country lying north and west of China, inhabited by various tribes, and divided into the countries 
of Ili, Ontee, Mongolia, Inner Mongolia and Manchuria. 
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is the most reliable and complete account that we have of China as it was six hundred 
years ago. ° 

The population of China at this time was but about 60,500,000, but its wealth and 
magnificence were very great, and Kublai Khan reigned in great splendor. Marco Polo 
and his father, after about twenty-four years’ stay, returned to Venice from the empe- 
ror’s palace, laden with great riches, the result of the imperial favor. At length the 
Mongol emperors became indolent and effeminate, their dynasty was overthrown in 
1368, and the Chinese were again their own rulers. The Ming, i. e. Bright, dynasty, 
was established, and continued for about 276 years, when the Manchu ‘Tartars raised 
a vigorous war against China; bodies of rebels arose in different parts of the empire, 
and the leader of one of these having attacked the capital, the emperor hung himself 
and the usurper took the throne. But the chief general of the Chinese forces would 
not submit to him, and invited the Manchus to assist him in removing the usurper. To 
this they willingly assented, and soon drove him from the throne ; but instead of giv- 
ing it to the rightful claimant, following the example of their Mongol neighbors, they 
assumed the reins of government themselves. 

Thus was ushered in the present Manchu Tartar dynasty, called the Ta Tsing, i. e. 
Great Pure, dynasty, in the year 1644. The Manchus have given nothing to China, 
but long cues, tobacco, and perhaps a little military prowess, but they have received 
of the Chinese, literature, refinement, and the art of hypocrisy, deception, and extor- 
tion. Both countries are equally filled with ignorance and superstition. Buddhism 
prevails in both, and indeed, throughout all central and eastern Asia. 

The emperors of the present dynasties, and the periods of their reign, are as follows: 
Shunehi, began to reign in 1644, and reigned eighteen years ; Kanghi, the great friend 
of the Roman Catholics, reigned sixty-one years; Yungching, the bitter persecutor 
of the Romanists, reigned thirteen years; Kienlung, who received embassies from the 
Russians, Dutch and English, and built some splendid buildings, reigned sixty years; 
Kiaking, the great grandfather of the present boy-emperor, reigned twenty-five years ; 
Tan-kwang, who reigned when the first English war with China occurred, ascended the 
throne in 1821, and reigned thirty years ; Kienfung, the fourth son of Yaukwang, be- 
came emperor in 1851, but was driven from Peking by the French and English allies 
in 1860, and fled to his country residence at Jekhol in Inner Mongolia, where he died 
the next year, having reigned eleven years. He left one son, but five years of age, 
born of one of the nine queens second in rank. 

As this crown prince was too young to assume the reins of government, his mother 
and the empress took the regency in 1862, sustaining equal authority and assuming for 
their reign the title, Tungchi, i. e. United Rule. These two young women have now 
held the sovereignty for six years, over about one third of the inhabitants of our globe. 
They are said to possess good natural abilities, and are diligently learning to read and 
write the Chinese language. They learned to read and write the Manchu language 
earlier. The highest functionaries of state are all completely in their power, and must 
kneel before them when admitted to their presence. Even prince Kung, the second 
brother, younger than the late emperor, and minister of state, and commander-in-chief 
of all the armies, must do the same. It is customary, however, when officers are ad- 
mitted to an audience, for the little emperor to sit on the throne, while the empresses, 
one or both, sit by his side behind a thin screen, and conduct all the conversation. 
The imperial seal is in the hands of the mother of the emperor, but all proclamations 
are made in the name of both of the empresses. The name of one is T: si-Ngan, that 
is, Compassionate Quietness; and of the other, Tsi-He, that is, Compassionate Joy. 

The emperor is now twelve years old and is kept at his studies. He has five 
teachers, each of whom spends a short time with him every day. It is said he does 
not like his books very well, preferring much to be riding and practising archery. In 
this he but exhibits the predominant taste of his Manchu ancestry. 
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The little emperor, (the Chinese call him and regard him as emperor, notwithstand- 
ing his minority and the reign of the regents,) has five uncles still living, who have 
much to do with the government. Tan-kwang, his grandfather, had nine sons. The 
first died when about twenty-one years of age, in 1831 ; the second, being born of a 
Chinese lady, could not have succeeded to the throne had he lived, but he died early ; 
the third also died early ; the fourth, as we have seen, succeeded to the throne; the 
fifth is still living, and has the direction and government of the imperial clan. This 
clan is divided into the “ Imperial house,” which is composed of the lineal descendants 
of the first sovereign, and the * Golden race,” embracing the rest of the clan, or 
imperial kindred. This fifth son is the Clan Director, with whom are associated four 
others, viz., Left hand Controller, Right hand Controller, Left Clansman and Right 
Clansman ; these five officers constitute a Court, that has charge of the affairs of the 
imperial clan and keeps the Registers. 

The sixth son, well known among foreigners as Prince Kung, concluded the last 
treaties with foreign powers, and is quite friendly towards foreigners. He, besides 
being minister ef state, commander of the armies, &c., i is also at the head of the 
Foreign Office, which has charge of foreign relations, and all matters pertaining to 
foreigners in China, We need fear no disruption of amicable relations with for- 
eigners, while prince Kung is at the head of foreign affairs. He is now thirty-five 
years of age, and it isto be hoped if this old rotten Manchu government still holds 
together for a time, he will be spared to smooth its downfall by his wise counsels. 

The seventh son has charge of the education of the young emperor, and of the 
imperial body guards. 

The eighth and ninth sons, prince Chung and prince Foo, are young, and have as 
yet no high offices assigned them. 

The Foreign Office, with Prince Kung at its head, is composed of eight high officers, 
five of whom are Manchus and three are Chinese. 

Though the emperor is ‘ sole head of the Chinese constitution and government, and 
is supreme in every thing, and is regarded as the vicegerent of Heaven, especially 
chosen to govern all nations,” yet he is assisted in the administration of government 
by several Courts, Councils and Boards. In addition to the Clan Court and Foreign 
Office, there is the Inner Council or Cabinet, the General Council, the Board of Civil 
Office, the Board of Revenue, the Board of Rites, the Board of War, the Board of 
Punishments, the Board of Works, the Consorate, the Court of Representation, the 
court of Judicature, the Imperial Academy, the Imperial Astronomical College, the 
National College, the Ceremonial Court, the Banqueting Court, the Sacrificial Court, 
and the Court of Internal Affairs.1 

There is no Congress, Parliament, nor House of Representatives. The people have 
no voice in the government, and they care nothing for politics, and have no patriotism. 
They have nothing to do with the appointments of any officers whatever, nor the mak- 
ing of any laws, nor do they seem to wish to have. All they ask is to be let alone; 
but they do not get even this boon; for they are unmercifully fleeced by the officials 
and their runners or servants. They have no newspapers, and know nothing that is 
transpiring in the empire, except by vague and unreliable rumors. They are shut up 
to the narrow circle of their own petty affairs. It is true the Imperial government 
issues a daily little sheet, publishing such scraps of official orders, notices, appoint- 
ments, &c., as are found posted up every morning in the Court of the Imperial palace ; 
but few, however, of the people get to read or hear the reading of these. The whole 


1 The Court of Internal Affairs has charge of selecting and looking after the concubines and 
maids of honor, numbering often five or six hundred or more, and also the selection and control 
of the five thousand eunuchs of the Imperial palace and harem. The emperor has one empress, 
nine inferior Imperial consorts and any number of concubines. These last on the death of the 
emperor go into perpetual retirement. 
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country, land and people, belongs to the emperor, and he has absolute power over life, 
liberty, and property throughout his dominions. He has the appointment of all officers, 
civil and military, and his authority is without limit or control. 

How is the government administered? The Chinese sages speak much of justice 
and benevolence, as being essential characteristics of good rulers. But do Chinese 
officials follow the teachings of their revered sages? Not at all. It is impossible to 
imagine a more corrupt government. Law and justice are not in one case in a hun- 
dred regarded. From the emperor, who sells offices and titles, thus discouraging true 
merit, down through every grade of office, whether civil or military, it is one complete 
system of bribery, peculation, fraud and extortion. In the Courts, he who pays the 
most money gets his case. I am personally acquainted with numerous cases, where 
justice and right were entirely set aside by the more potent motive of money. 
Bribery secures literary degrees, and all offices of trust. Every officer makes it a 
point to defraud the government of a portion of all moneys, such as taxes, customs, 
&ec., that pass through his hands. Every officer, too, beginning with the highest, 
extorts all he can from those immediately under him, and these in turn extort from 
those below them, and so on to the officers more immediately in contact with the 
people, such especially as the district magistrates, whose constant study and effort it is 
to extort as much as possible from the people. For this purpose, they, each one of 
them, have several hundred retainers, who prey like harpies upon the people, and are 
their constant dread and terror. The custom of deception and intrigue and lying 
enters largely into every official document; constitutes the chief and universal charac- 
teristic of all officials; in short, permeates and pervades all the ramifications of official 
administration. 

It is a wonder how such a corrupt, faithless government has stood so long. And 
when in addition we consider the idolatries, the wickedness, the universal habit of 
deception, fraud and lying, that characterize the whole nation, is it not a wonder that 
the Almighty did not long ago destroy it, as He did Babylon, and Egypt, and the 
Roman Empire? And there are signs that a change is soon coming upon China. 
Revolution and insurrection are still rife in various parts of the country. The 
northern part of the empire is being overrun and desolated by rowdy bands of long- 
haired rebels, who hitherto have successfully resisted every attempt to put them down. 
And recently news have come from Hankow, that the leader of the Mohammedan 
rebels, who for several years have been in arms against the government in the western 
part of the empire, has proclaimed himself emperor. China and her government must 
reform, or be dashed in pieces “ like a potter’s vessel.” The quicker the change comes, 
of whatever kind, the better. The gospel has been faithfully preached to the people 
of this land for many years, and countless Bibles and tracts have been distributed, 
that have found their way to all parts of the country ; but hitherto, most have scornfully 
rejected the truth. For that very thing, are they not laying up a store of wrath against 
the day of wrath? God is and has been bearing with them as He did with the Jews; 
but as with them, will there not a period come, when their sins will be visited upon 
them ? 

In regard to the treatment that missionaries and native Christians are likely to 
receive from the Imperial government and from officials, the Hon. Mr. Burlingame, 
the United States Minister at Peking, in a recent dispatch to the United States Vice- 
Consul at Ningpo, says, —“I do not think that the supreme government of this 
country is particularly averse to or suspicious of Protestant Christianity ; but its 
present attitude may be owing rather to indifference than approbation, and would 
change with a fuller understanding of the tenets of the Bible. The provincial author- 
ities are much more under the influence of the local gentry, and to please them, may 
think they can oppress native Christians with impunity. While local oppression may 
render their condition very irksome for a time, I do not think there is any reason to 
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apprehend the initiation of a settled purpose on the part of the Imperial government 
to persecute them, as took place in the reign of Yungching.” 

Recently strict orders have come down from the Foreign Office to carry out the 
stipulations of the treaties relating to the propagation of Christianity ; some officers 
who have manifested opposition to Christianity, including those at Kinghwa, have been 
reprimanded, and the Taotai at Ningpo, in obedience to the orders of his superiors, has 
issued a proclamation, giving all the articles in the four treaties, English, French, 
American and Russian, relating to Christianity, the hiring of dwellings and chapels, 


travelling into the interior, &c. 


The officials seemed disposed to carry out the treaties, 


and give full toleration and protection to Christianity. 


NinGpo, Aug. 10, 1867. 


LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONS. 


BURMAH. 


Toungoo Hiissfon. 
LETTER FROM Mr. BUNKER. 


Situation of Toungoo. We are situated 
in a valley between two ranges of moun- 
tains, on the Toungooriver. These ranges 
run nearly north and south. On the west, 
thirty miles of travel will bring us to the 
mountains ; on the east, fifteen miles. It 
is on these eastern mountains that the ma- 
jority of the Karens live, though some are 
found to the west. Between here and the 
mountains on either hand is dense jungle, 
and from village to village likewise. These 
Karens are grouped in little villages, where 
they live perhaps one season, cut their rice 
crop, and move to some other place. Be- 
yond these mountains on the east some 
50 or 100 miles, live the Red Karens, to 
whom I am more especially designated. 

The Karen nation is evidently of great 
antiquity. They have traditions that 
make their age equal to that of the Chi- 
nese. It is said that their language also 
resembles the Chinese more than any 
other eastern language. Certainly they 
very much resemble the Chinese in their 
physical make. They have no written 
language, save what the missionaries have 
given them; but they have a great mass 
of unwritten tradition. 


The School in Toungoo. Br. Cross had 
gathered here, when we landed, a school 
of eighty or more pupils. They are a fine 


and intelligent class of boys. I have be- 
come very well acquainted with these. I 
have also seen a good many from the jun- 
gle. This people are gradually coming 
up out of their heathenism, but there is a 
great work yet to be done. 

Br. Cross’ school has made a good ad- 
vance in knowledge. Some of the boys 
are very proficient in mathematics, one 
class being able to calculate a lunar eclipse 
as rapidly and accurately as any at home. 
I desire very much to take a class in 
chemistry next term. If I had an elec- 
tric machine with appliances, it would be 
a great help. Chemistry, so far as I know, 
has never been taught among the Karens. 
There is as yet no book or writing setting 
forth this science in the least. I have a 
small battery, but very few of the appli- 
ances. However, I can make many of 
the articles necessary for experiment. 
Add to this a good electric machine with 
articles for experiment, and I could form 
quite a laboratory. 

Soon after landing here I took a class 
in singing, and we have got on nicely 
together. They knew nothing of the 
science of music when we began; but 
now they “ beat time” very well, and are 
able to tell the “whys and wherefores ” 
on most points of music ; besides, we have 
learned many of our good old home tunes 
and one anthem of four pages, each keep- 
ing his own time and singing his part. 
Monday we propose to learn good old 
“ America.” There is no time of the day 
when I enjoy more, than when seated on 
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the verandah with my boys about me. 
They are very quick, and very tractable. 
Next year we have a fair promise of 
having the school doubled. I am sure at 
least we shall have all we can provide for. 
The Karens, as a mass, are poor, and few 
would be able to come, if they were not 
supported by the mission while at school. 
So here we are obliged to supply them 
with food, books, clothes, &. The Mis- 
sionary Union appropriates about one fifth 
or one sixth part enough for the support 
of the school. So it is this year. The re- 
mainder must come from specific dona- 
tions of friends here among the English 
or friends at home. If these contributions 
fail, then when they come to us we are 
obliged, hard as it may be, to send them 
back to the jungle. I am sure if friends 
of missions realized this more, no young 
men who should come to us would be 
obliged to turn back again. It is only 
by teaching thus that we can get teachers 
for the people ; and the success of this 
mission for the future will depend much 
under God, on the character of the teach- 
ers sent out. As a fact, now, many vil- 
lages are calling earnestly for teachers, 
but we have not one fifth enough to sup- 
ply the demand. But we hope for the 
future. God is more interested for the 
success of His cause than we, and will 
raise up friends for us in times of need. 


School for Girls Needed. We needa 
school for girls ; we ought to have one by 
all means. The more we think and pray 
over this matter, the more imperative does 
this necessity seem. 

In Toungoo district alone, setting aside 
Shwaygyeen, there are 84,000 Karens. 
Bordering on this country are numerous 
tribes, extending how far we know not. 
Of these 84,000 Karens, 8000 are pro- 
fessed Christians. There are many pri- 
mary schools in the jungles, of more or less 
efficiency, where reading and writing are 
taught. These schools however are and 
must be very imperfect, owing to the little 
knowledge possessed by the teachers and 
their scarcity. You will understand this 
when you call to mind the unparallelled 
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spread of the gospel here in the first days 
of the mission. We have not enough 
teachers for our churches, not to say any- 
thing about “the regions beyond,” who 
only wait teachers to rush into the king- 
dom as at first. 

Br. Cross has strained every nerve to 
save the churches in the terrible trial which 
has swept over them, also to keep up a 
training-school for teachers, in which he 
has had every thing to contend against. 
Now the churches are coming forth into 
the light again. Every thing seems bright- 
ening, and God seems ready to pour out 
his Spirit upon us. Already this year 
300 have been baptized, and many more 
are applying. Education is also begin- 
ning to assert its demands. Last year 
our school numbered eighty, this year up- 
wards of 100, with ten at the Theological 
Seminary at Rangoon. The call for 
teachers has greatly increased, which we 
are wholly unable to meet as yet. This 
call comes as well from the heathen, as 
from the Christians. Our school from 
which we look for teachers to fill these 
calls, is thus far only for young men. 
Buildings have been erected only for them, 
and are hardly sufficient for the number I 
have mentioned. Again, as to means for 
the support of this school for boys. The 
Union does not and cannot appropriate 
its full support, and it has been with great 
solicitude at times, that so large numbers 
have been received. But God has thus 
far aided when the need came. Yet in 
text books and school apparatus we are 
sadly deficient. 

Now then that we ought to have a girls’ 
school is plainly a great necessity; else, 
whence shall these teachers have suitable 
wives, who shall help them, instead of 
dragging them back to heathen idleness 
and indifference? It is a lamentable fact 
that many who gave great promise in the 
school have gone forth, married ignorant 
wives and gone back, in a great measure, 
lost. In short, just what would take place 
at home in such a case, occurs here. What 
the family would be at home with ignorant 
wives and mothers, it is here in Toungoo 
now. 
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Bassein HPAlssfon. 
Lerrer From Mr. THOMAS. 


Visits to Karen Churches. Bassein, 
Dec, 24, 1867. — On my return from 
Rangoon, whither I went on my way to 
Convention, I commenced my preparations 
for work among the Karens of Bassein. 
The country was not sufficiently dry for 
me to travel with safety until the begin- 
ning of this month, December. And now 
having returned to the city for a few days, 
I hasten to give a few particulars in re- 
gard to my recent tour. These items 
may be of interest in themselves, and from 
them the reader may infer the general 
state of things now existing in Bassein. 

During the last part of this month, I 
have been to twelve different churches. 
In some of these places my stay has been 
but a brief one; but in other places cir- 
cumstances seemed to require me to re- 
main a longer time. 

To the most of these twelve churches, 
which I have now visited, I came ten 
years ago. In some places, say in three 
of the twelve, I could see a very decided 
improvement. In other places there has 
been no improvement. While in a few 
places, deterioration is to be plainly seen. 

The church in Shan Yuah, a few miles 
south of Bassein city, on the left bank of 
the river, is in a very undesirable condi- 
tion. But as I can get to this place more 
easily, I proposed to visit it when I can 
spend there a longer time. Hence I 
called in from their fields none of the 
disciples. Yet I saw many of the people, 
and in the evening had quite a congrega- 
tion to whom I preached from John 15: 
8, urging the people to bring forth fruit, 
much fruit; among these fruits are, sup- 
port of their pastor, instruction of their 
children, and other things in which I 
knew this church to be deficient. 


Become Two Bands. Thence we pro- 
ceeded to Wai Schu, on the same side of 
the Bassein river, some twenty miles from 
the city. In this place we spent three 
days and nights. Here are about one 
hundred disciples, who seem to be true 
believers. Yet they have been for two 
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or three years divided,— one half of the 
church adhering to the preacher estab- 
lished there, while the other half, only two 
miles distant, have put up a man from 
among themselves as their pastor. This 
preacher is a very modest, intelligent, 
sincere appearing man. There were no 
outbreaking sins to be dealt with; there 
was a want of vigor and of general intel- 
ligence; but both branches would be 
deemed worthy Christians in any part of 
the world. And yet, they were divided, 
hopelessly divided. The first of March 
last, I spent a day and night here ; we 
urged them to be united under one 
preacher. But we now find that union 
to be impossible. Hence after much 
prayer and consultation, the Wai Schu 
church agreed to separate and become 
two churches. They seemed relieved 
when they knew they could do this, and 
even seemed to love each other better 
than ever before. We had the commu- 
nion with both churches, but persons to 
join both branches were baptized by me 
at one place. It was a very solemn, inter- 
esting baptism. Four candidates were 
accepted out of ten applicants. 

Our work was very simple, after we 
ascertained that union could not be had. 
It was simply to form an additional 
church. Nor was this a complicated 
matter. There were no letters of dismis- 
sal to be read. Simply one church agreed 
to separate into two churches. Then, be- 
fore the elders from neighboring churches 
and the missionary, they agreed to love 
and aid each other, to maintain the ordi- 
nances of the gospel among themselves, 
and to extend the blessings of Christ’s 
kingdom in the world. Hence we all 
agreed that they were two real churches 
of Jesus. How simple is their formation ! 
Yet how mighty, through God, is a church 
of Christ ! 


A Fruitful Country. From Wai Schu 
we returned up the river a few miles, and 
then entered a large river to the west, 
called Shandoay. On this river and on 
its tributaries are many of the churches 
in this part of Bassein. We soon came 
into a beautiful country. The spurs of 
the Western Yoma mountains began to 
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show themselves, beautiful little gravelly 
hillocks, where are numerous and thriving 
gardens of pine apples, shaded by such 
fruit trees as the jack and mango, in great 
numbers. Here the people are not con- 
fined simply to the cultivation of rice. 
Between the hills of which I have spoken, 
paddy grows luxuriantly; but should the 
rice crop fail, still these fruit gardens re- 
main. ‘This is a land richly blessed of 
Heaven. 

On the Shandoay river we first stopped 
at Schai-Lai. We stopped here not be- 
cause of any difficulty which we knew to 
exist in the church, but as this is the place 
of meeting for our Association this year, 
I wished to see if all were likely to be in 
readiness, and if we understood each other 
in regard to the time of meeting. There 
is in Schai-Lai one of our most intelligent 
ordained men, Sharree. There are pleas- 
ing signs of enterprise and Christian activ- 
ity in this church. The improvement here 
is very visible. I was here ten years ago, 
and spent a whole day in trying to unite 
this church and to induce them to make 
choice of a teacher. 


Setting Things in Order. From Shar- 
ree’s church, we proceeded up the stream 
ten-miles to one of the most disordered 
churches in this part of Bassein, the Gai- 
kalee church. This church numbers one 
hundred and twenty-five members. Al- 
most five years ago the pastor of this 
church was guilty of open sin, and was, of 
course, expelled from the church. Thus 
far all was in order. But here ‘the diffi- 
culty commenced, A large party in the 
church, mostly the relatives of the pastor, 
(unordained) were opposed to calling a 
new minister. They said their old pastor, 
if he should repent, ought to be reinstated 
as their minister. But the majority pre- 
vailed. ‘They called another man as their 
preacher, and though they restored the 
offender to the privileges of the church, 
they opposed his becoming pastor or 
preacher again. 

Upon this the friends of the offender 
withdrew themselves a few miles, and 
proposed to become a new and separate 
church. In this condition I found them, 
upon entering this mission field. Often 
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have I talked long and earnestly in favor 
of their returning to their church rela- 
tions, or else, by aid of a council of breth- 
ren in the ministry, forming themselves 
into a new church with a man of untar- 
nished character for pastor. 

But on reaching this church at Gai-ka- 
lee, all had to be talked over again. The 
names of all were still upon the church 
record at Gai-ka-lee. Yet for three years 
the disaffected had never reported them- 
selves to the church. Again, bad reports 
were in circulation about many of the lost 
members. Our first work was to have the 
Gai-ka-lee church erase these wanderers, 
these, to them, lost members. This was 
done understandingly, though perhaps it 
was now done for the first time in Bur- 
mah. The church understood that they 
had cut off thirty members from all con- 
nection with them ; that if these members 
were ever admitted into any church, it 
must be on experience, much as candi- 
dates for baptism are received. 

Our next business was to go to the 
members thus cut off and see what could 
be done with them. Having called the 
elders of the neighboring churches, we 
went to Lah yo, the place where these 
irregular members reside. We found 
them in a beautiful place. They had 
built themselves a small chapel, and on 
our arrival they received us with great 
cordiality. At first nothing could be done, 
unless the once excluded preacher were 
acknowledged as their pastor. This we 
firmly resisted ; but, after preaching and 
praying and a great deal of talking, all 
gave up their favorite preacher, and 
agreed to do as their brethren in Bassein 
thought they ought to do. They were 
willing to accept of another man as 
pastor. 

Then we formed a kind of council of 
the elders in the vicinity who knew all 
about these scattered members. Out of 
about thirty, fourteen were found without 
fault. These wished to be constituted into 


anew church. After questioning them in 
regard to their belief and future intentions, 
it was voted that they be a church of Christ 
in Lah yo. Then, from among themselves 
was found a very pleasing and worthy-ap- 
pearing man, Too kyau, who was unani- 
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mously chosen as their minister. A dea- 
eon was not ready to be chosen just then, 
and the missionary told them that a 
church could exist without a deacon, at 
least, until such officers are needed. 

Having thus formed a little church, and 
they having chosen their pastor, they pro- 
ceeded to other acts of business. Three 
candidates for baptism were accepted, 
whom the church agreed to receive after 
baptism. Two more persons, whom no 
church had claimed for years, one for 
seven years, were received into the 
church on experience. Then we all went 
to the baptismal waters, and then, for the 
first time in Lah yo, we celebrated the 
dying love of Christ. 

I was surprised to find that Lah yo was 
a place where reside many heathen Ka- 
rens. Again, Too kyau seems to be 
pleased to labor among these heathen. 
Who knows but this little one is to be- 
come a thousand? These twenty poor 
disciples cannot yet support their preacher. 
But I have just received the good news 
that God has put it into the heart of a 
sister in Milesburg, Pa., to send, to be 
spent by me, $25. This money shall be 
given to aid Too kyau, to preach the 
gospel among the heathen in Lah yo. 


Signs of Christian Growth. From the 
trying scenes in Lah yo, we went on 
as far as we could before Sunday was 
upon us again. That was a precious 
Sabbath day. We spent it in two places, 
which were very near each other. We 
spent the day in worshipping God in His 
house. The “ word of God was precious,” 
In one place, Rev. Shah-Shu is pastor 
(ordained). Their chapel or meeting 
house is the very best I have yet seen in 
the jungles of Burmah. There and in 
Fan ku, it was very cheering to see the 
indications that there were stable, orderly, 
intelligent Christian men and women. 
There we held communion with each in 
the bonds of Christian love. The word of 
God has taken deep root in many villages. 
It will be sure to bear fruit to God’s glory, 
and that for years tocome. But we need 
a revival, O how much. 

The Sabbath passed, we again directed 
our course where our help was needed. 
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Several members of this church, Ko Loh 
church, had been to me in the city, com- 
plaining that three ordained men and sev- 
eral elders had decided that one of their 
brethren, an elder of this church, was 
guilty of immorality. But they affirmed it 
was not so; and, to prove it, declared that 
the church in Ko Loh had not excluded 
the said elder. On arriving in this place, 
I found that nearly all the church believe 
the man guilty, but hardly dared to ex- 
clude him. They feared to act, and tried 
to hope that a quasi council was all suffi- 
cient to act for them. We tried to make 
the church feel that they must take action, 
act at once, act at all hazards. 

I will not stop to tell how we passed up 
to the very end of the Shandoay river, 
trying to stir up other churches, until I 
reached another broad river to the north- 
west of Bassein city, and where, hearing 
of the cholera raging in town, and fearing 
lest the school might be scattered, I re- 
turned. 


to Assam. 
Lerrer FROM Mr. STODDARD. 


Reminiscences. Gowalpara, Nov. 3, 
1867.—It is twenty years to-day since 
Mrs. S. and myself first sailed for India. 
Our missionary party consisted of eight 
souls, — four for Burmah, four for Assam. 

As we cross this landmark in time, we 
look around for this little band. One, our 
beloved Danforth, is in heaven. Four 
are on heathen soil; three are in America. 
All have ever been true to the cause of 
missions, and daily pray, “ Lord, send more 
laborers into the harvest. Thy will be 
done in earth as in heaven.” 

Two of this company were then return- 
ing to their fields in Burmah, — Simons 
and Brayton, — where they still continue 
in labors with almost uninterrupted good 
health. 

But the rest of us, one by one, long 
since were obliged to flee the climate of 
India in search of health and a new lease 
of life, which has been granted ‘to most 
in a large measure. Bless the Lord for 
his goodness to us. 

One year has just passed since we left 
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your bright shores the second time for 
Assam. We thank the Lord Jesus for 
this inestimable privilege. It was a severe 
struggle and great sacrifice, (if we dare 
speak of such things for Christ,) to break 
away from so many tender relations after 
so long a residence at home. But how 
wonderfully has Jesus turned all these 
trials to our greater joy, and our misgiv- 
ings to shame. 


Arrival in Gowahati and Removal to 
Gowalpara. Our journey to Gowahati 
was safely performed in about six months. 
Here, it was our pleasure to meet several 
native Christians, some of whom we had 
led to Christ and baptized in the first 
years of our missionary work. Our hearts 
were greatly rejoiced to find them stead- 
fast in the Lord, though alone and sorely 
tempted. 

During our stay of five months there, I 
had occasion to write from time to time of 
the state of the church, of the openings 
for missionary effort, and latterly of the 
influences that led to our removal to this 
place, the first of last month. 

We were indeed sorry to break com- 
pany so soon from our young and pleasant 
co-laborers, Mr. and Mrs. Comfort. But 
the path of duty seemed so plain that all 
the missionaries approved the step, and 
since our arrival we are more than ever 
convinced that it is of the Lord. 


Visii from Garos. We had scarcely 
got settled, when a company of six or eight 
Garos, from twenty and thirty miles dis- 
tant, came in upon us. Three were 
Christians. One a young man who has 
recently joined the church; the other 
two, Ramkhe and Rungkhu, were among 
the first Garo converts, and have been 
laboring as teachers and _ colporteurs. 
They seemed greatly delighted to find us 
here as their teachers and missionaries. 
Ramkhe was obliged to return in a day 
or two to his school at Damra, some twenty 
miles or a day’s march. 

I retained Rungkhu and one or two of 
the normal school boys, that we might at 
once make a beginning in the language, 
and also be learning something of this new 
people. It is yet quite too early to travel 
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in an unexplored country. In fact, the 
old residents tell us it is not safe to travel 
to the Garo hills before the first of Jan- 
uary, by which time the marshy places 
will have become dry; also much of the 
rank jungle will have been burned, ren- 
dering it more safe on account of wild 
beasts. 

The first of January I hope to be joined 
by Mr. Bronson for his anticipated visit 
to the Garo church, schools, and as many 
villages as strength and time will permit. 
I verily believe Christ has many souls in 
Garo land. 


Character of the Garos. I had the 
pleasure of an interview with the Lieut. 
Governor of Bengal, as he was making his 
tour of inspection through Assam last Sep- 
tember. He had but recently sanctioned 
a grant-in-aid for our Garo schools. He 
expressed himself gratified with an inter- 
view with one who was willing to attempt 
the reformation of ‘those blood-thirsty 
savages,” as he termed them. He hoped 
the mission would succeed, in tones that 
indicated profound unbelief. He referred 
to the efforts of Government in their be- 
half for the last hundred years or more, to 
the fact that they had been for the last 
quarter of a century at least, entirely sur- 
rounded by British territory ; the Karsias, 
their immediate neighbors and kin, had 
long since given themselves up peaceably 
to government rule. Surely the Garos 
were most desperate and incorrigible, to 
say the least. 

I professed to him my utmost confidence 
in the religion of Jesus Christ for the most 
radical change in individuals or nations, 
however desperate in sin and villainy, 
without which there was no ground of 
hope even for the most enlightened. Our 
interview was pleasant and repeated. 

In a note he adds, “ If there is any thing 
which it may be in my power at any time 
to do, to further the good work which you 
and your colleagues have in view on bebalf 
of the Garos, I shall be most happy to 
render you all the aid in my power.” 

Other Government officers also speak 
the encouraging word, and give monthly 
some of the needful to help on the good 
work, 
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Language Employed — Religious Exer- 
cises. Novy. 24.— We know very little of 
the Garos yet, still we are getting acquaint- 
ed with them somewhat. The young men 
have been coming in to see us and to learn 
the Roman letters, (for all the books in 
Garo are to be Romanized,) until Mrs. 
Stoddard has a class of eight or ten. Some 
are sepoys, from the lines in the station, 
but most are from the Damra school- 
Bengali alone has been taught in the 
Garo schools hitherto. Hence we talk 
with them and they with us in the As- 
samese and Bengali, which dialects have 
a strong resemblance. We are mutually 
delighted to be able to understand each 
other. We read and sing together in the 
Assamese Testament and Hymn book ; and 
in our Bible class lesson, I have Rungkhu 
go over the leading points in Garo, at the 
close. ‘Their language seems entirely dif- 
ferent in sound and construction, so far as 
we can judge, from the languages of the 
plains; still many have for generations 
spoken the language of the people of the 
plains, in their constant intercourse in 
trade. 


Garo Prayer Meeting. We read and 
sing and pray together in Assamese, our 
common language, every evening. Qcca- 
sionally a prayer is offered in English or 
Garo. Sabbath evenings we spend in 
prayer, singing and conference, and I 
confess to emotions of soul such as I sel- 
dom have experienced in Assam, 

I have just come from such a scene. I 
wish you could have looked in upon us. 
Though you might not have understood a 
word, yet you would have felt the unction, 
as when you heard the good and great 
Oncken pray in German, at that great 
meeting in Hamburg. 

Bura Kandura, whose name appears in 
the last annual report, leads in prayer, 
He is old, nearly blind, and lame; but 
having found Christ at last, his soul has 
put on eternal youth and vigor. His 
orthodoxy may be inferred from one ex- 
pression in every prayer, — “ O Lord, just 
like a decayed, rotten, stinking thing, ut- 
terly worthless, so am I before Thee. Save, 
Lord, or I perish.” 

We sing a verse, and Nauan, a young 
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Christian, is on his feet. He has just re- 
turned to us from a visit home. He says, 
“ Brothers, pray for my parents; it is not 
yet two weeks since they decided to be 
Christ’s disciples. I am very glad. How 
they opposed me a few months ago! Now 
all the village is angry with them, and 
threaten to stone them from the place if 
they do not turn back to devil worship.” 

Chejing then prays. He is not a Chris- 
tian, but desires to be, and seems in earn- 
est. He uses this forcible language, — 
“ Pity me, O Lord. If you don’t save, 
no one can. I have one leg in hell now.” 
We sing the penitent thief. Bongkill at 
once speaks. He has but recently come 
among us. He talks in Garo. We don’t 
understand a word ; but Rungkhu, who is 
also noticed in the last annual report, is 
our interpreter. We learn that this young 
man lives near the Garo church, that he 
is a relative of the Christians, but that he 
has been a bitter opposer till now. This 
is his first confession for Christ ; he says 
he has stopped his fight, and all the devil- 
worship with it. He will now serve and 
obey Christ. 

And before I can strike a tune, Rudram 
is on his feet, —a tall honest looking 
young man; he speaks out very earnestly, 
and you feel that he means all he says. 
“TI have not been baptized, but I love 
Christ. I am a Christian at all hazards; 
nothing shall turn me from this new relig- 
ion. 1 am happy. My parents are among 
tigers, because they have recently professed 
Christ. Pray for me and them.” 

We feel greatly interested in this young 
man, though he has been with us only 
three weeks. He talks and prays and acts 
like a child of grace. What a wonder of 
wonders is this Christian religion ! 

Rudram and his mother came to us in 
one day on foot from their village, a dis- 
tance of twenty-five or more miles. She is 
a tall, strong, noble-looking woman. She 
said to Mrs. Stoddard, “ This is my only 
son and child. I bring him to you that he 
may learn all wisdom. We Garos know 
nothing, not even God, only devils.” 
When asked to remain a few days, she 
said, “* By no means; my husband is lame 
and cannot wait on himself much. No- 
body now in our village will even cook 
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rice for him; for we have ceased the wor- 
ship of the demons and worship Christ 
the Lord, and: receive great abuse from 
our neighbors and friends ;” and she was 
up and away at the early dawn. 

Is it indeed ‘so, that the Spirit of the 
Living God is moving upon these “ dry 
bones,” so long, and, humanly speaking, 
so hopelessly, dead? These are strange 
sounds that come to the ears of those who 
have spent many years in this-valley of 
Hindu superstition and priestcraft. 


Garo Worshippers Multiplied. We 
hear that many in various places have 
commenced the worship of Christ. They 
are asking for the missionary to come and 
see them. I have been petitioned by some 
of them to call on government to stop the 
persecution that meets every one as soon 
as he decides for the new religion. Where- 
fore persecuted ? Because they cease to 
pay the customary tax for sacrifices to the 
demons or devils. 

Mr. Bronson has now in press a Garo 
primer and reading book, of some sixty 
pages. Also, the first Catechism. So that 
a good beginning has been made in this 
direction. 

Everybody in authority in this country 
advocates Romanizing the language of all 
hill-people who are without letters. This 
plan seems to have worked admirably with 
the Welsh Presbyterian Mission among 
the Karsias. 


SIAM. 
Chinese of Bangkok. 
LETTER FROM Dr. DEAN. 


A Dream and its Fulfilment. _I had 
a dream, and in my dream went to Ban- 
plasoi, and from the hills behind the town, 
dug golden bricks. These bricks were of 
the usual size and form, and covered with 
mud and sand, and small sea-shells, form- 
ing a hard crust. On breaking the crust, 
the pure gold appeared. 

I thought nothing more of the dream 
till a few days ago, being at Banplasoi, 
and seeing the Chinese one after another 
receiving Christ and giving proof of the 


power of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, I 
found the interpretation of my dream. 
These men are of humble pretensions, and 
by occupation are gardeners, shop-keepers 
and fishermen, covered with mud and sea- 
shells, but under this incrustation, shines 
the precious metal. 

After spending a few days among them, 
with Mrs. Dean and Fred., we met a com- 
pany on Saturday at the house of Chek ki, 
and listened to a recital of their faith in 
Christ, and their request for baptism. 
Among the number, twelve men and three 
women were accepted by the brethren as 
candidates for baptism. On Sabbath 
morning we met them on the sandy beach, 
under the shadow of the overhanging 
branches of a lofty tamarind tree, where 
Mrs. Dean had further conversation with 
the women, while Fred. told the story of 
Jesus Christ to a company of men and 
boys, as his father was making inquiries of 
others who there offered themselves to the 
Lord. The smooth waters of the sea lay 
at our feet, and were about to be conse- 
crated as a baptismal font. When all 
were ready, Chin Heng offered prayer, 
we sang a hymn, and I baptized fifteen 
converts from heathenism to Christ, in 
the presence of a large company of specta- 
tors. After a short address and the bene- 
diction, the company returned to the 
house ot Chek ki, when the right hand of 
fellowship was given to the converts just 
baptized and we sat down to the table of 
the Lord with twenty-five Chinese disci- 
ples living at Banplasoi, where a year ago 
there lived not a Christian. 


Liberality of the Members. After the 
communion service, the brethren contrib- 
uted seven ticals and three salungs for the 
poor, and forty-seven ticals for building 
the chapel. Others propose to give who 
were not prepared then. One man prom- 
ised twenty ticals, and another man twelve. 
Others had given more than this in money, 
material and time, in preparing the house 
and placing its foundation. Men, now in 
their harvest season of the seas, when in a 
single night and day, boats of one man 
come in with from 5000 to 70,000 herrings, 
were seen with half a dozen of their hired 
men, bearing timbers on their shoulders, 
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and joyfully helping to raise the House of 
Prayer. This house has been long in 
preparation, and it was a glad sight to see 
the scaffolding erected and the foundations 
laid. 

In watching these men in their earnest 
and gratuitous work, the conviction came 
home to me, this is proof of the Holy 
Spirit’s power. Unrenewed man is selfish, 
and the Chinese so above all others. He 
worships gold as a Supreme God, and 
would sooner sacrifice life than his wealth. 
Still here are Chinese entirely indepen- 
dent of us, and expecting from this service 
no earthly gain, cheerfully giving their 
strength and money to build the House of 
God. Why is not this as satisfactory proof 
of piety as penitence or prayer, since all 
is effected by one and the same Spirit ? 
The people are awakened and prepared 
of the Lord to hear the word, and cast 
away their idols, and accept the only sal- 
vation. We want another family to sta- 
tion here and gather in the harvest. 


More Helpers Needed. We lefta native 
preacher, and, with a less perilous passage 
than we had in going, reached home last 
night, ready to resume our work at Bang- 
kok. We want also a family at Leng-kia 
chu, where we have now a native preacher 
and a few members. You know not the 
urgency of the claims of this people, nor 
the interest and promise of laboring for 
their salvation, or we should not long wait 
for helpers from our native land. 


CHINA. 


Tie Chiu Mission. 
LETTER FROM Mr. ASHMORE. 


School for Assistants. Swatow, Dec. 
1867.— The assistants now helping me 
are all new men and need much and con- 
stant instruction in the line of their par- 
ticular calling. 

It seemed imperative to have some sys- 
tem of instruction which would enable 
them to learn, and yet not interfere seri- 
ously with their work at the outstations. 
A plan has been put in operation with 
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gratifying success already. Our commun- 
ion seasons occur once in two months, 
The arvangement is for the assistants to 
come in one full week previous to the 
time, and spend the interval in studying 
the word of God. This will give them 
six weeks’ theological instruction each 
year, and if desirable another week subse- 
quent to the Lord’s Supper can be in- 
cluded, so as to extend the time of instruc- 
tion to twelve weeks yearly. 

At our last communion we took up the 
Book of Leviticus, selecting especially. 
such portions as set forth the nature and 
design of the tabernacle and the Levitical 
sacrifices, as typical of Christ. The need 
of this has long been felt. Not only the 
epistle to the Hebrews, but other parts of 
the New Testament can be understood 
only by familiarity with the Mosaic ritual, 
and they are continually preaching from 
these very passages. 

It is most refreshing to see how light 
breaks in upon them about the way of re- 
conciliation with God, while threading the 
Levitical rites and ceremonies. Surely no 
community could ever be made “ Uni- 
tarian,” and be led to deny the vicarious 
sufferings of Christ, if they have been 
well instructed in the mysteries of those 
sacrifices and offerings. If I were again 
a Sunday-school teacher at home, I would 
labor with might and main, with models 
and diagrams, to set the whole subject be- 
fore the minds of the pupils, explaining 
in connection therewith every passage in 
the New Testament that derives signifi- 
cance from them. I would preach a cru- 
cified and atoning Saviour from the blood 
and smoke of Aaron’s altar, and should 
confidently expect as a result to see them 
prepared to reject many of the pestilen- 
tial heresies of those who “ deny the Lord 
that bought them.” 


Significance of all Scripture. How often 
am I reminded of the declaration, “ All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable,” &c. ‘There is not a list 
of names even that has not in it something 
instructive, admonitory or comforting. 
Oftentimes I used to skip them, but do not 
do so now. The genealogies in Matthew 
and Luke, so often looked upon as dry 
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though important details, have an interest 
peculiarly their own. They are like ver- 
tebrated columns of bones, but the bones 
are full of marrow. Christ comes to be 
the kinsman Redeemer. We are not 
Jews, but Gentiles. We trace up the 
genealogy of Christ beyond the days of 
Abraham to whom the promise was made. 
And we know that at some point beyond 
the father of the faithful, our ancestral 
line blends with that of our Redeemer. 
We are sons of Adam, and He too is “ the 
.son of Adam, who was the son of God.” 
He is the “next of kin,” our kinsman, 
yes, my kinsman, and we may look to 
Him to fill the kinsman’s place, and act 
the kinsman’s part in avenging our quarrel 
with the adversary, — redeeming our lost 
inheritance, and raising up spiritual seed 
unto God: for the law, the first husband, 
wherein we were held is dead through 
Him. 


Chinese Regard for Antiquity. For 
another reason it does these Chinese con- 
verts good to be made familiar with these 
ancient records of the church in the wil- 
derness. As a people the Chinese pride 


themselves upon their great antiquity- 
This makes them look with contempt 


upon every thing modern. They like 
not new things, for “the old is better.” 
Every man feels he has something of a 
joint interest in this inheritance of time- 
honored and hoary-headed tradition. The 
“usage of antiquity” becomes indeed a 
motive power, like a head of water in a 
mill race, which puts forth strength in 
proportion to its height. Therefore one of 
the contemptuous things always said about 
Christianity is that it is a new religion, 
unknown to their fathers, and that Con- 
fucius taught his doctrines before Christ 
was born into the world. 

Indeed the Chinese argue sometimes in 
a way quite analogous to that of the Jews, 
who upbraided their believing countrymen 
with having forsaken the venerable sys- 
tem of Moses, with its long line of priests 
and prophets, to follow the guidance of 
One whose origin was but recent. So 
say the literary men, the “scribes” of 
China, “ You have forsaken Confucius and 
Mencius, who were born before Christ. 
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You sever your relation to these illustrious 
and ancient teachers ; you follow new and 
unheard of ways. You are deveived by 
new inventions and ear-tickling notions 
brought from England and the United 
States, — nations that ini years are mere 
boys in comparison with China.” 

Now it does the converts good to be led 
back up the stream of Sacred History, 
above the rise of the United States, above 
the rise of England, above the birth of 
Confucius, above the earliest reliable ree- 
ord of their own ancient state, and to find 
in the remote depths of antiquity, in the 
wilderness of Sinai, the prophetic and 
symbolic setting forth of this same plan of 
salvation. So that it is not new truth, but 
old truth, some of which had been known 
to their early ancestors, but by them and 
by Confucius had been held in unright- 
eousness, and they feel that, if cut off from 
the associations of one line of antiquity, 
they .become heirs to all the great and 
grand and holy associations of another. 
Then instead of being the head, Confucius 
becomes the tail ; instead of being an ex- 
pounder of great first truths, he is seen to 
be one who has “ turned aside like a de- 
ceitful bow,” one who lived in the days 
when men as yet “knew God,” but who, 
together with the rest of them, ‘ glorified 
Him not as God.” A blind leader of the 
blind, he fell into the ditch; and so like- 
wise all that followed him. 

Do not, I beg you, misunderstand me in 
all this. We are not leaving the substance 
to go back to the shadows. But *“ the law 
is good if a man use it lawfully.” Two 
concave mirrors mutually intensify each 
other’s light. 


LETTER FROM Mr. JOHNSON. 


Visit to Ko-tung. Swatow, Dec. 24, 
1867. — Since November, I have made a 
trip in the country as far as Ko-tung, and 
visited several towns and villages. I found 
the people generally kindly disposed and 
willing to listen to the truth. 

I spent two Sundays with the church in 
Tang Leng, which I feel was to my own 
profit, and I trust to the profit of the 
church also. 
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A Sun and the brethren and sisters were 
yery anxious that I should be with them 
at this time as there were some to be bap- 
tized, the first since the church was organ- 
ized. They were anxious and timid about 
it, fearing if the baptism was in public, 
there would be a great commotion and tur- 
moil among the people at the water-side. 
They had written to me, wishing to havea 
baptistery made in the chapel or chapel 
yard. I feel it important however that this, 
the first observance of the ordinance, should 
be as public as possible, that the multitude 
might see what it is, and that no opportu- 
nity should be given for misrepresentation. 
There were three candidates for baptism, 
one man and two women, all in advanced 
life, the man seventy-five years old and 
the women seventy and _ seventy-two. 
Three more hale and robust persons of 
their age, I never saw. They were bold 
too, in their faith and ready to confess 
their Saviour anywhere. They had all 
been “sifted as wheat.” The two aged 
sisters have been especially tried. Both 
of them have been for more than two 
years believers, and have triumphed over 
difficulties and opposition such as are 
known only in a heathen land. One is 
from Chung Lim, the other from Tang 
sua, a village a few miles from Tang Leng, 
where two members of the church reside. 

The man is from Chui-che, a village 
joining to Tang Leng, and between this 
place and Chung Lim. This is the place 
where we had a chapel torn down by a 
mob two or three years ago. I visited the 
ruins, which remain as the mob left them, 
and felt there to thank God that he had 
so signally overruled that exhibition of 
wrath for the wider spread of the truth 
and its firmer establishment. We have 
now a better house in an every way 
better location, and the first member that 
comes offering himself to this infant 
church, is from among those who so vio- 
lently opposed its beginning. This aged 
brother’s experience was very interesting 
and satisfactory. They all came before 
the church on Saturday forenoon, and 
were unanimously received, and it was 
decided that they should be baptized in 
the afternoon in a public pond near the 
chapel. 
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Baptizing of Converts in a New Place. 
It soon got bruited abroad that there was to 
be a “ Jesus doctrine ceremony,” as some 
called it, in the pond, and a large crowd 
had collected around the pond before the 
candidates came out. As A Sun led them 
down into the water, I could scarcely re- 
strain myself from shouting aloud, at this 
first sanctification of the waters of Tang 
Leng. May these three, who there have 
first put on Christ in this precious ordi- 
nance, be but the first fruits of a plentiful 
harvest. I believe they are. In Tang 
Leng, Chung Lim and the other outposts of 
this station there are eight or ten inquir- 
ers, several of whom have applied for bap- 
tism. The crowd witnessing the baptism be- 
haved, on the whole, very well, and I have 
no doubt a good impression was made. I 
noticed tears in the eyes of more than one 
person who stood near tome. When the 
owner of the pond was told that three 
persons had been baptized in it, he re- 
marked, “I wish there had been three 
hundred ; for all who enter Jesus’ doctrine’ 
become better people.” 


Bread Cast upon the Waters. This 
man, now the acting chief magistrate of 
Tang Leng, I found to be an old acquaint- 
ance. When I arrived he was in Chung 
Lim, on business connected with his pred- 
ecessor’s affairs, but sent a message of wel- 
come to me, and after I returned from 
Ko-tung called twice upon me at the 
chapel. He had called upon us in Hong- 
kong, some twelve years ago, when on 
business to that place, and seems to cher- 
ish particularly a grateful remembrance of 
Mrs. Johnson’s reception and treatment of 
him at that time. He urged me to bring 
Mrs. Johnson with me when I came again, 
promising that she should not be annoyed 
by the people. Referring to his visit to 
Hongkong, he said, “I came a stranger, 
and the teacheress received me as a friend, 
I wish to show her I have not forgotten it.” 

It is pleasant and encouraging thus to 
find again the “ bread” so long ago “ cast 
upon the waters,” and long since forgotten. 
But our Heavenly Father never forgets. 
The most trivial act done in His name and. 
for His glory, we shall meet again, and so 
also of other acts. O that this thought 
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might more possess our hearts and minds, 
and that we too might remember always 
that kind words and kind deeds may make 
an impression where great truths and 
wonderful works may fail. 

In the afternoon, after the baptism, the 
church held a conference meeting. Sev- 
eral strangers were in. The baptism had 
passed off so pleasantly that all seem en- 
couraged and strengthened. Many tears 
were shed, but they were all tears of joy 
and gratitude. Three or four new cases 
arose and asked to be prayed for. The orig- 
inal owner of the house was present, and 
seemed to feel deeply. So fearful was he 
when the house was procured, that he in- 
serted a clause in the agreement, that no 
foreigner should come to the house. Now 
none gave me a more hearty welcome. 


How Attention was Secured. Sunday 
was a busy and an exciting day. A 
report of the baptism had spread through- 
out the town, and in the morning a large 
‘crowd collected, filling the chapel and 
yard. The roofs of the adjoining houses 
that commanded a view of the yard were 
also covered with people. The mass were 
probably more anxious to see than to hear. 
So great was the hubbub, that neither A 
Sun nor myself could speak so as to be 
heard. They would not be quiet, till I 
went out into the court that all might see 
me. I stood upon a table and told the 
people that I would stand perfectly quiet 
for a while, that they could all see what 
manner of man I was, &c. After gratify- 
ing their curiosity, I said to the crowd, 
as I now had stood quietly for some time, 
for them to look at me, it would only be 
politeness for them to remain quiet while 
I spoke to them; for I had an important 
message for them. And I had very good 
attention while I endeavored to make 
known to them, “the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation.” A few ugly fellows 
at first were disposed to be noisy, but a 
few kind words and an appeal to the crowd 
put them to shame and quiet. 

After the crowd dispersed we again met 
in the chapel, a goodly number of cutsid- 
_ers, besides the members of the church, as- 
sembling. I spoke from Matthew 28 ; 18- 
20, explaining this, the last command of 
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our Lord to His disciples in all time, in 
obedience to which we were here, and 
what it is to believe, and to be baptized. 

In the afternoon I again spoke from 1 
Cor. 11: 23-26,— the Lord’s Supper, its 
institution and design, &c. A Sun then 
gave the right hand of fellowship, and 
charge to those he had baptized, and the 
church partook of the Holy Supper. 
There were twenty-two communicants, 
and the Master was present. It was a 
precious season. 

On Tuesday, I went to Ko-tung, the 
home of our aged brother Choi-it-pes. 
Toa-Ti-sau, his employer, the chief man of 
the place, had sent a message to me, in- 
viting me when I came to be his guest. I 
spent three days in Ko-tung, and had 
good opportunities every evening to ex- 
plain the Scriptures and preach the 
gospel. Several literary men and students 
connected with a school of young men, on 
the premises of Toa-Ti-sau, studying for 
literary honors, were present every even- 
ing. 

I also visited several towns and villages 
in the vicinity. A large number have 
heard the truth. May the seed of the 
kingdom there sown bear fruit unto eter- 
nal life. I believe it will. God's word 
will not return unto Him void. 


Change in the People. That whole re- 
gion, lovely beyond any thing I have yet 
seen in China, is to become more lovely 
still; for the Lord is there, and his glory 
is breaking forth on the right hand and on 
the left. Rich and beautiful with God's 
good gifts, it has long lain a moral desert. 
It is now beginning spiritually to “ rejoice 
and blossom as the rose, it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and 
singing.” A great change has already 
come over the people through all that re- 
gion of country, but a little while ago so 
turbulent and so hostile. 

In Tang Leng and vicinity especially 
the progress of the truth is most marked. 
I expected much, but my expectations 
were more than realized. I hope too, a 
brighter day is dawning for Tat-hau-po. 
Mrs. Johnson is spending a few days there 
just now, with the sister from Tang Leng 
who has been so useful among the females 
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in that place. She seems very much en- 
couraged. They are going from house to 
house, and are having too a large number 
of women daily at the chapel to listen to 
the truth. I hope for much from this 
effort. 


HINDOSTAN —MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 
Teloogoo Mission. 
LETTER FROM Mrs. JEWETT. 


Progress in the Work. Nellore, Oct. 
10, 1867. — The Lord is working in this 
part of the vineyard. Mr. Jewett, with 
his assistant, Kanakaya, is now at Cara- 
toor, one of our new outstations, fifteen 
miles distant. Their object is to examine 
the new school house, built by the heathen 
themselves, visit for a few days adjacent 
villages, and baptize such as they may 
deem fit subjects. Two of those desiring 
baptism in that village came in with the 
teacher and spent the last Sabbath with 
us, also the following day, which we ob- 
served in fasting and prayer. There is a 
spirit of prayer among us, and we are 
having meetings every evening; as also 
they at Caratoor. A few here have asked 
baptism, and there is a spirit of inquiry in 
many of the villages around us. The chap- 
el is still kept open for daily visitors, an 
increasing number of whom purchase por- 
tions of Scripture. We have recently 
enlarged the chapel, the attendance on 
Sabbaths having been so much larger in 
this than in any previous year. 


Boarding School — Need of Prayer. 
Our compound day-school numbers forty 
pupils. But as most of them, being poor, 
do not remain very long with us, our 
principal hope of help for the mission 
work is from ten whom we are able to 
board. We find it difficult to obtain funds 
for this most important department. I 
usually spend three or four hours a day 
with the pupils, giving the greatest 
prominence to Scripture instruction. I 
have for a few: months past been assisted 
in the school a part of the day by a young 
brahmin, for whose conversion and that of 
one of his cousins we have great reason to 
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hope. It seems as though we never felt 
the need of help in prayer for special cases 
from Christians as now. Prayer for mis- 
sions is often too general. 


PAissfon to Sweden. 
LETTER FROM Mr. Broapy. 


Death of Gustavus Palmquist. - Stock- 
holm, Jan. 11, 1868.— Scarcely had Dr. 
Warren passed the boundaries of Sweden, 
before Gustavus Palmquist had passed the 
boundaries of the visible world. His jour- 
ney was the happier of the two; because 
while yours led to other scenes of toil and 
trial, his was the end of toil and the be- 
ginning of everlasting joy. He has joined 
the cloud of witnesses, and his memory is 
pleasant to my heart. I talked with him 
two days before he breathed his last, and he 
referred to his late journeying with you, 
your person, and to what you said and 
did, with the warmest feelings of affection 
and esteem. His departure has left a 
place vacant in our fields of labor, and as 
yet I do not see any one exactly to fill it. 
But the Lord sees further and better than 
we. He holds the reins, and all that hap- 
pens must subserve His eternal purposes 
and establish His glory. 


Labors of the Theological Students. We 
closed the school on the 16th ult., to give 
our young brethren an opportunity to go 
out and preach during the holidays, to re- 
turn to their studies again by the 20th 
inst. They of course labor as well dur- 
ing their time of study, devoting every 
Sabbath in various places to the gospel ; 
but the present is perhaps the most con- 
venient season in the year to reach the 
rural population with the Word of life. 
I have already received information from 
several of them, that the Spirit of God is 
blessing their labors. One, who attended 
our colporteur class last fall, and who is 
now working in the northern part of Swe- 
den, writes me, that on one evening thir- 
teen souls were awakened and two came 
to Him who is “the way, the truth and 
the life.” He also states that the prej- 
udices against the school in that part of 
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the country are beginning to disappear, 
and that the current of opinion is gradu- 
ally turning in our favor. I feel confident 
that in proportion as the Lord shall be 
pleased to own the labors of the brethren 
who go out from us, in that proportion 
will also the school gain the confidence, 
sympathy and support of our churches as 
a whole. Meanwhile it is good and assur- 
ing to know that all rests with God. 


The Colporteur School. The term just 
closed has been one of unusual interest 
and profit to us. The exegetical studies 
have taken the lead, and it would have 
gladdened your heart to witness from day 
to day the eagerness and delight with 
which the precious truths imbedded in the 
Word have been received. The number 
of scholars present at the close was eleven. 
I believe there were twelve when you 
were here, but two of them, finding it 
their duty to go out and preach again, 
staid with us but for a short time. Instead 
of these two we received a new scholar, 
the son of a deceased wealthy farmer. He 
is a fine young man, of much promise, and 
seems desirous of devoting his life to the 
service of the gospel. Two of those who 
have been with us from the beginning, are 
not expected to return next term. One 
of them, br. Backman, could no longer 
withstand the urgent demands to resume 
his labors with the church in Géfle, to 
which he has been ministering for some 
years; the other, br. Larsson, the young- 
est of our scholars, must leave because his 
father has failed in business, and thus left 
him without means of support. His own 
mind is not yet settled as to whether or 
not he is called to preach, although he 
mentioned, towards the last, that the more 
he thought of it, the more he felt drawn 
towards that service. But being only 
about sixteen years of age, he is too young 
to be supported by us; and, as he belongs 
to br. Backman’s charge, two, three or 
four more years of development under this 
brother's watch-care, will show br. L. and 
us what the Lord’s purpose is concerning 
his future. 

The Spring term for the colporteur 
school will begin on the 3d of February, 
and will continue three months. The 
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Fall term begins with the month of Au- 
gust, also to continue three months. There 
were nine pupils present during the last 
term. This school has been created by a 
want felt by most of our country preach- 
ers, who have neither the means nor the 
time to attend the Seminary, to receive at 
least some instruction, in the rudimentary 
as well as in such theological branches as 
most directly concern their sphere of labor. 
But we desire also to make this school at 
the same time a kind of preparatory de- 
partment for those younger brethren whom 
the Lord shall be pleased to call to the 
work, and whose duty it might be to go 
through the course of instruction furnished 
in the Seminary. Our teaching will prob- 
ably for the most part consist of lectures. 
Br. G. Palmquist’s death throws the whole 
care of this colporteur school on the teach. 
ers of the Seminary, who will all take a 
part. And I indulge strong hopes that 
even this little side branch of instruction 
will, with the blessing of God, also prove 
very useful in the cause of Christ. 


Day School for Children. Besides these 
two, we have begun another incipient little 
department,— a day school for the chil- 
dren of the church members. The teacher 
is an intelligent married young brother 
from the north of Sweden, who held a 
similar situation in a Lutheran State 
school, but who, on receiving baptism, 
was obliged to give up his place. The 
parents whose children he instructs, help 
to support him. But it is yet a question 
whether this school will prove a success, 
because both suitable rooms as well as 
materials and means, are wanted. Last 
term there were only a dozen children in 
attendance, and it is not likely there will 
be many more this term, which is to open 
the 13th inst. That we very much need 
such a school is evident, because the whole 
force of Lutheran antagonism, bigotry, 
errorism, and infidelity is brought to bear 
on our children in the State schools, to 
alienate their hearts from their parents 
and their minds from the truth. But the 
brethren cannot help themselves; the 
heavy debt on the chapel is a dead 
weight ; it ties their hands, and prevents 
the execution of many a needful measure. 
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Sabbath Services in Stockholm. Our 
meetings in the chapel on Lord’s day 
evening, continue as usual, and the 
preaching of the word is not without fruit. 
The interest has been rather on the in- 
crease since the winter began, and the 
Spirit of God is applying the gospel with 
effect to many a heart. Scarcely a week 
passes without my being permitted either 
to talk to or hear of souls touched by the 
truth. Some are born again, others 
awakened. The number thus affected 
does not seem to be large at any one time; 
but still the work goes steadily on, and my 
heart thanks and blesses the Lord. Dur- 
ing the holidays just passed, the chapel 
has at times. been more than crowded. 
The congregation is a perfect democracy, 
representing all classes and conditions of 
society, from the Minister and Counsellor 
of the king, the General of the army, the 
lawyer at the Court, the Doctor of the 
sick, down to the coachman and the 
smallest pediar in the market. And it 
does delight one’s soul to notice with what 
eagerness the multitude listen to and 
receive the Word. 

Last Lord’s day evening I preached 
again on the subject of baptisin, Matt. 3: 
13-17. It was the text for the day, that 
is, as appointed for the Lutheran churches 
all over the land. I thought I would em- 
brace the opportunity, and make it also my 
text for the day; and accordingly gave 
out the notice from the pulpit one week 
previous. ‘The house was thronged, and 
although I spoke for about an hour, per- 
fect silence reigned throughout. At times 
one might almost have heard a pin drop. 
This I mention only to show how far lib- 
erty of speech has advanced even among 
these people, who only a very few years 
ago manifested their deep-seated prej- 
udices and narrow bigotry by open acts of 
hostility and terrorism. That the Spirit 
of God rested over the meetings and ac- 
companied the Word with an unusual de- 
gree of power, others interested as well as 
myself could not help noticing. Of this 
we have also received more than one testi- 
mony during the week. 


Seed Sown for a Future Harvest. It 
is true that comparatively very few join 
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our communion; but is it wrong for me to 
indulge the hope that a thousand fold more 
good is actually accomplished, — and this 
in God’s own way,—than comes within 
the reach of our short-sighted vision ? The 
truth as it is in Jesus cannot be preached 
from Sabbath to Sabbath to thousands after 
thousands, without its working as a mighty 
leaven among these masses, the blessed 
results of which may be left only for com- 
ing generations to reap, and, many, many 
a seed must now be sown, whose sprouts 
and blossoms we might not be permitted to 
see before we reach eternity. Meanwhile 
it ought not to be wondered at, if compar- 
atively only a few join us, and if these few 
belong to the less influential classes in so- 
ciety, when we take into consideration 
that, becoming a Baptist, a Swede is com- 
pelled to renounce many of his civil, and 
nearly all his social and political, privileges. 
This accounts also for the fact that none of 
the educated and influential and converted 
priests in the State church, who, we know, 
from time to time have had their eyes 
opened to the truth, have come out and 
owned us; why none of the students at 
Upsala University who a few years ago 
became converted and convinced as to bap- 
tism, did not come out and put on Christ 
by following Him in the grave. 

Last Sabbath evening, for instance, 
when I got through preaching on this sub- 
ject, an intelligent and fine appearing 
priest came up to me, and taking my hand 
most cordially, thanked me in words 
partly choked with tears, for the truths, 
he said, he had * been permitted to listen 
to that evening and on some previous 
Sabbaths successively.” Well, the poor 
soul had been struck by the Spirit of God, 
and was hungering after light and life. It 
was so plain he said, that immersion alone 
is Scripture baptism, and he wondered how 
any intelligent theologue could dispute it. 
Well, when God shall be pleased to reveal 
Christ in this priest’s heart, although he 
now seems to be so thoroughly convinced 
concerning this point, do you think that 
he will show courage enough to renounce 
his all in the world and in the State 
church, and come out and join himself to 
a poor and despised sect, for the sake of 
the truth and Christ? We will see; I 
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confess my hopes are faint. However, I 
leave all this to the Lord ; for with Him 
nothing is impossible. I only mention 
this little incident to illustrate more clearly 
how matters actually stand here. And 
from this you might easily infer, that our 
denomination, as regards its strength and 
growth, will yet for years to come have to 
depend mainly on the rural population. 
The sturdy and independent peasantry is 
even now to a great extent, and under 
God seems destined to be, — at least for 
the immediate future, — the bones and the 
marrow of the Baptists in Sweden. 


Following a Good Example. 1 said in 
a previous letter, that our younger breth- 
ren in the church had formed a kind of 
Tract and Missionary Society, for the dis- 
tribution of religious reading and other 
evangelical labors in the city. The Lu- 
therans have followed the example, and 
also formed a Society somewhat similar, a 
kind of Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. I scarcely need say, that one of 
their objects must be, of course, to keep 
as many young men as possible from the 
reach of our influence. Well, they may 
do it, if thereby only the cause of Christ 
be subserved and souls saved. 

When br. G. Palmquist died, br. Edgren 
took the pastoral charge of the second 
church, and our services in the hall where 
br. E. used to preach, were transferred to 
the care of one of the elder brethren in 
the Seminary, whose labors there have 
since been owned and blessed by the Lord. 
The meetings have increased in interest, 
the house filled, and souls have been 
awakened and saved. Although br. E. 
has taken the pastoral charge of the second 
church, still he is not able to preach to 
them more than once on the Sabbath. 
They requested me, when br. P. died, to 
help br. E. and to preach in the morning 
to them, to which I consented. You might 
hereby be able to judge that my time is 
pretty well occupied. The Lord is pleased 
to add a soul every now and then to this 
little flock. 


Baptist Magazine Noticed by the Press. 
The beginning of this year witnessed the 
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addition of an appendix of half its size, 
containing the most important news of the 
fortnight previous. This is made to meet 
partly a want long felt among the people 
in the country, many of whom never see 
a newspaper, and consequently are in 
utter ignorance of what is going on in the 
world. Almost the entire secular press of 
the city has taken notice of the fact, and 
speaks of it in terms of high commenda- 
tion and encouragement. This favorable 
noticing by the leading secular press, of a 
Baptist enterprise on so small a scale, is 
one of the signs of the times of no small 
significance to us, because it clearly points 
out whither the current of popular thought 
and feeling is setting. 

Another significant sign of the times is, 
that our leading daily, the Evening Post, 
not long since, in two different numbers, 
contained able leaders, which after first 
advocating civil marriage and_ religious 
liberty, maintained in strong and plain 
terms the rights of the Baptists in Sweden, 
as a denomination. The significance of 
this event will be seen, when I state that 
this paper is the “London Times” of 
Sweden, the organ of the intelligent and 
educated classes, and is perhaps the great 
moulder of public sentiment within as 
well as outside of the halls of the Swedish 
Congress. Thus we see how surely the 
Lord reigns, and how by Him all things 
are made to work together for the ad- 
vancement of the truth, and for good to 
those who love God. And what can we 
do but to praise and adore Him! 


The Famine in Sweden. The reader 
has no doubt, already been informed of 
the great failure of the crops, of the almost 
entire stagnation of all kinds of labor and 
business, and consequently of the unpre- 
cedented poverty and distress with which 
our land is at present afflicted. The cost 
of living was unusually high last winter; 
but this season it is about twice as high, 
and since scarcely any kind of labor is to 
be had for the great mass of the poor, who 
depend on their daily toil for support, beg- 
ging has increased to a fearful extent. 
Your heart would ache to witness strong 
men and women with the pale hue, quiv- 
ering lip, and sunken eyes and cheeks 
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which griping hunger gives, come to your 
door day after day and pityingly beg for 
a mouthful to soothe the painful craving 
within. You would weep of sadness to 
hear now one and now another tell you 
in despair, that he sees no relief from 
his sufferings save by making an end to 
his miserable life. Much of course is being 
done to alleviate as far as possible this 
wretched state of things; but you might 
easily conceive that still much will be left 
undone. Our hope and prayer is that the 
Lord might mercifully interpose, and make 
this afiliction a means for the salvation of 
many. 
Lerrer From Dr. WARREN. 


To Rev. J. N. Murdock, Home Secretary of the 
A. B. M. U. 

Berlin, Prussia, September 15, 1867.— 
Though transferred in person from the 
north to the south side of the Baltic Sea, 
my thoughts still linger in Sweden. I 
cannot leave that country without indicat- 
ing briefly some of the general features of 
the work of grace going forward there. 

It is plain from some facts already 
brought out in this correspondence, that 
the Spirit of God had been at work in the 
hearts of the people before the Baptist 
movement commenced. We have seen 
evidences of this as far back as 1820, and 
instances of genuine conversion probably 
existed before that time. From that date 
forward, the number of devout, prayerful 
persons increased in different parts of the 
kingdom, and, though met with no favor 
on the part of the Church and State au- 
thorities, these persons did not put their 
“ight under a bushel.” In various ways 
they managed to diffuse their sentiments, 
and thereby the good seed of the kingdom 
was cast into ground where a harvest has 
since been gathered. Of this class are the 
Palmquists, Wiberg, Drake and many 
more now included in the Baptist 
churches. God’s own time to bless the 
Swedes had come; and that the blessing 
might remain with them and go down with 
them from generation to generation, He 
brought in and set upa spiritual church, to 
take the place of forms and ceremonies. 
For Churchianity he substituted Christian- 
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ity. This preparatory work accounts, in 
part, to my mind, for the rapidity of the 
Baptist movement. We may not recognize 
the fact, but a herald always goes before 
the Christ of God, and reformers always 
precede a reformation. God works by 
agencies, and we may be sure they exist, 
though hidden from our sight. 

As a result of the foregoing statement, 
the Baptist movement in Sweden has trom 
the first been wonderfully free and spon- 
taneous, breaking out at one and the same 
moment in different localities, and depen- 
dent for its support and progress upon no 
set of men or of measures. It has had life 
in itself, and gone.on its way unbidden 
and uncontrolled. There has been at 
work a power above man and indepen- 
dent of man. God has been in it, and 
what is for our strength and joy, He is 
still in it. So far as human agency is 
concerned, there are many leaders and 
fathers, and not one only. At Gotten- 
burg in the West, where Nilson has been 
a prominent actor, we see one centre of 
influence ; at Stockholm in the East, with 
Wiberg and his fellow laborers, we see 
another; at Mellosa in Central Sweden, 
where John Palmquist has stood since 
1834, a witness for Jesus, we find another; 
in the South and in the North, we find 
still others. These are not all equally 
important; but each has a life of its own, 
quite distinct from, and independent of 
the others, while all rejoice in a common 
origin and a common end, members of one 
family. In this respect there is a wide 
difference from what we see in Germany, 
where almost every thing, at the begin- 
ning, and in the development till now, 
can be traced to the influence and control- 
ling power of one person. With the one 
have many actors been associated, each 
and all of whom have been free, and yet 
all have felt the inspiring influence of the 
one. 

In another respect the movement in 
Sweden differs from that in Germany. It 
is not so widely diffused ; it does not cover 
so wide a territory ; it has not to do with 
a population so vast; it numbers to-day 
half as many church-members, in all about 
8000 against 16,000. And yet the work 
in Sweden is more intense, more pervad- 
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ing, takes a much stronger hold on the 
people as a whole, and has shaken more 
sensibly the old foundations of society 
and sentiment. It has a more ready 
access to the people, it draws the multi- 
tude after it. No such congregations can 
be gathered in Germany at present as 
are gathered in Stockholm. Among four 
millions of Swedes, all told, we have at 
the end of fifteen years, eight thousand 
church-members. Among more than forty 
millions of Germans, we have at the end 
of thirty years, sixteen thousand church- 
members. This tells the story as to the 
comparative rapidity and pervasiveness of 
the movement in the two countries. 

I cannot help thinking and saying that 
the work in Sweden is more advanced 
than in Germany. Partly for the want of 
funds, and partly, it may be, from fear of 
an educated ministry without piety, the 
great curse of the Lutheran church every- 
where in Europe, our German brethren 
have not to this day established a seminary 
for training preachers and pastors. The 
need of one is now almost universally re- 
garded as urgent. The Swedes, by the 
assistance of the Missionary Union, have 
such a school in successful operation. 
Twenty pupils are under a course of 
instruction, and the teachers assure us 
the number could be doubled at once, if 
the means of supporting them could be 
secured. 

The zeal and success of the Baptists 
have provoked the Lutheran church, or I 
had better say, the evangelical members of 
that church, to good works. The motive 
may not always have been the best. A 
mere desire to counteract the influence of 
the Baptists and prevent a division in 
congregations may have often been at the 
bottom of their efforts. Still, so far as the 
results are good, all lovers of God and of 
men will therein rejoice. These efforts 
have taken four prominent forms. In 
parishes where our people were getting 
strong hold, and securing many converts, 
the priest of no faith and no spiritual 
warmth has been replaced by a pious 
man, so that those inclined to piety might 
be retained. Pious laymen, to the num- 
ber of nearly a hundred, have been taken 
up by a society organized for that pur- 
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pose, and sent through the country to 
pray and exhort, after the manner of our 
colporteurs. Seminary buildings have 
been erected near Stockholm, within the 
last year, by private subscriptions, to be 
used for training a pious ministry. None 
but persons giving evidence of a change 
of heart are received to this school. In 
the city of Stockholm, also, within the last 
year, a chapel has been erected after 
the general style of Mr. Spurgeon’s in 
London, at a cost of $100,000, all given 
by the people. ‘This enterprise has been 
undertaken and so far completed, under 
the influence of Pastor Biskow, a very 
popular evangelical Lutheran preacher, 
as an offset to the Baptist chapel, and in 
the hope of turning public attention away 
from it. In these and other ways, is the 
new life which God is pouring into Swe- 
den through the Baptist churches and 
preachers, making itself felt in the ranks 
of the Lutherans. 

In my next I shall give you some ac- 
count of what I have seen and heard in 
this city. J. G. WARREN, 

For. Sec. A. B. M. U. 


Milssfon to Germany. 
LeTTer FRoM Dr. WARREN. 


To Rev. J. N. Murdock, Home Secretary of the 
A. B. M. U. 

Berlin, Prussia, Sept. 29, 1867.—I 
have now been nearly a week in this city, 
having, on the morning of the 13th, crossed 
the Baltic from Ystad, (Estad,) South 
Sweden, to Stralsund, Germany, and 
thence by railway, reaching here at sun- 
down. I am stopping at the “ Victoria 
Hotel,” a home-like place, the resort of 
many English-speaking people. Dr. Rob- 
inson, of the Rochester Theological Semi- 
nary, with his family, came in upon me at 
the end of my third day’s sojourn, and 
contributed not a little to my enjoyment. 
Only those who are far from home and 
country, moving among a strange people, 
of a strange tongue, can understand the 
refreshing such companionship imparts. 
We talked fast and long on topics con- 
cerning kindred and country, America 
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and Europe, (over here, “America” is 
the one term everywhere used to desig- 
nate the United States,) the Papacy and 
Protestantism, High Church and Low 
Church, and above all, the Baptists of our 
native land, of Europe and all the world 
besides. On this last theme, our opinions 
were as nearly alike as if they had been 
“run in the same mould,” and we parted 
with the fixed purpose of standing by 
them to the last. The war is not yet 
ended, as any one instinctively feels, who 
opens his eyes but once on the state of 
society in this land. 

On touching Germany, at Stralsund, 
and at every subsequent step of the way, 
I was amazed at the poverty of the soil on 
the one hand, and, on the other, the den- 
sity of the population: everywhere wide 
plains of sand, and every few miles large 
towns crowded with people. The one 
question constantly recurring was, how in 
the world do these people subsist? When 
I reached this city, and found a population 
of seven hundred thousand set down in 
the midst of what among us would be left 
a barren waste, so thin is the soil, my 
wonder increased, and as you may well 
suppose, did not abate one jot, when told 
that what I had seen and was seeing, is of 
a piece with the whole country, from the 
Baltic to the Main, and from Hamburg to 
the Prussian frontiers. Rye is the princi- 
pal product of the lands, and “ black 
bread,” which is made, I believe, of un- 
bolted rye meal, is the main article of food 
with the peasants. There are spots of 
great fertility, but these are the excep- 
tions. No mortal, I am sure, can tell 
why this should be selected as the site of 
a city, only that so it has come to pass in 
the course of human events. Rye bread 
has produced a sturdy race, and a sturdy 
race has built up here the capital of a great 
empire. 

Stepping onto the street with me,— 
the Broadway of the town, — and a walk 
of five minutes brings you in the midst of 
the public buildings, the Royal Palace, 
the Museum, the Theatre, the Opera, the 
University, the Academy of Arts, and 
others. The palace is fine when seen 
after those at Copenhagen and Stockholm, 
not so fine, after you have seen what they 
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have at Paris. The equestrian statue of 
Frederick the Great is truly magnificent, 
said to be the best work of the kind in all 
Europe ; and I saw nothing elsewhere to 
compare with it. But I must not go fur- 
ther in this direction, though I will just 
whisper to you that I have spent one half 
day in company with the Robinsons at 
Potsdam, the city of palaces. Man has 
done wonders there, but hundreds of spots 
in Massachusetts possess greater natural 
beauty. I would not exchange “ Prospect 
Hill,” “ Crowl Hill,” or “ Pierce Hill,” in 
my native town of Auburn, Worcester 
county, for the whole concern ; for natural 
attraction, I mean. 

Will you attend meeting with me at 
the Baptist chapel? Of course you will. 
The chapel is located nearer two miles 
than one from the heart of the city, in a 
neighborhood that has been entirely built up 
within the last twenty years. The lot was 
selected by Mr. Lehmann, because it could 
be had for a moderate price, compared 
with lots more centrally located, and be- 
cause he anticipated the flow of population 
in that direction. What he foresaw and 
all he anticipated has taken place, and 
now the Baptist chapel stands on one of 
the most desirable sites in the city. It is 
in the midst of a well-to-do population 
with wholesome surroundings in all direc- 
tions, so far as I could discover. The 
building is a plain, substantial, good-look- 
ing one, with the side on the street, an 
eligible entrance at either end, and a 
spacious opening in the rear used for a 
fruit and vegetable garden. The first 
story, basement, is cut up into small tene- 
ments; the second makes two very con- 
venient homes, one of them occupied by 
the pastor and his family; the third is all 
taken up by the chapel proper and the 
conference room; while the fourth, the 
attic, is also used for tenements. This 
plan was chosen, not as being in itself the 
most desirable, but admissible on econom- 
ical grounds. The property is held by an 
individual, for the use of the Baptist 
church, and is under an incumbrance of 
eight or ten thousand dollars, the interest 
being paid by the income from rents. 

It is time for the morning service to 
commence. I should say, on a hasty esti- 


. 


152 Mission to Germany : — Letter from Dr. Warren. [May, 


mate, there are three hundred people 
present —a hundred and fifty more than 
could be seated. All seem at home. All 
act as if they were accustomed to this 
place, and these very seats they now oc- 
ecupy. Among them there can be not 
many strangers. In dress and general 
appearance they do not differ essentially 
from what you would see in the United 
States. The pastor, you observe, is in his 
pulpit, and at his side a German brother, 
from a distant point, who is to preach, 
Rev. J. Wiehler, (English, Wheeler,) 
pastor at Reetz, a flourishing country 
church near Stettin. The singing is by a 
well-trained choir, under the direction of 
Mr. Joseph Lehmann, a worthy son of a 
worthy sire, and in many ways rendering 
essential service to the cause. In the 
father’s absence, he takes the place of 
pastor and preaclier, to the acceptance 
and gratification of the entire flock, and 
at present is the responsible editor of the 
Missions-blatt, the monthly publication of 
our German brethren, and also of a weckly 
paper, whose name is gone from me. 
Young Lehmann has enjoyed the advan- 
tages of the German Universities, and also 
has spent some time in England, where he 
acquired a free use of the English language. 
Everything indicates for him a life of use- 
fulness. 

The preacher has opened the Bible and 
read his text: “ And as Jesus passed forth 
from thence, He saw a man named Mat- 
thew, sitting at the receipt of custom; and 
He saith unto him, Follow me, and he 
arose and followed him.” Young Leh- 
mann is at my side, taking notes in Eng- 
lish for my benefit, and through them I 
get the drift of the discourse, which pro- 
ceeded on the following plan, very much 
after the manner of our Baptist fathers :— 


God's Call to Man. I. Personal. He 
speaks to masses often; He speaks to indi- 
viduals also. 

II. External. God often speaks through 
objects we can see, or hear, or feel. He 
employs agencies external to ourselves. 

III. Internal. He speaks within us, 
also, by the still voice of the Holy Spirit. 
He speaks directly to our spirits. 

IV. Effectual. Man may speak to man, 


and in such a way as to gain the assent of 
the judgment and the will, and yet not 
gain the affections and the life. When 
God speaks in accordance with his gracious 
purpose, He calls down deep in the heart, 
and secures obedience. 

Reflections. 1. What a great mercy 
for God to call after us in our sins and un- 
belief. 

2. What a measure and intensity of 
guilt must attach to him who turns away 
from the call of Heaven. 

The manner of the speaker was simple 
and engaging, his utterance clear, and his 
style familiar and conversational. His 
appeals came from the overflowing foun- 
tain of the heart, and reached the hearts 
of all. Numbers were in tears before he 
was done, and I found he had been telling 
them about his own call of God to be a 
partaker of the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus; how, some years ago, when a 
thoughtless and frivolous young man, by 
what seemed to him a mere chance, he 
came, I think, to that chapel, and heard 
the word of God from the lips of their 
pastor; how, while listening, he was 
pierced with a sense of his sins, and went 
away thinking and saying to himself he 
was a greater sinner than any one of all 
the godless throng he met on the streets of 
Berlin ; and how, after a terrible struggle, 
he found peace in the blood of atonement. 
I saw with my eyes that something re- 
markably good was going on, and could 
not help entering into the spirit of the 
movement. I am more than before a be- 
liever in the religion of the heart, and by 
all I see and hear over this side of the At- 
lantic, am convinced that our American 
preachers, Baptists not excluded, aim too 
exclusively at the head—at pure and 
simple intellect. The German Theolo- 
gians have read and thought themselves 
out of all piety, most of them. God is 
about to restore piety to the masses of the 
people here, through the sympathies and 
affections, by begetting in them the love 
of the truth. 

Immediately after the morning service, 
the circle of Tract Distributors was called 
together, under the supervision of the pas- 
tor, to report their experiences, pray to- 
gether, and lay plans for the future. This 
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was the first or second meeting after a brief 
yacation, and only about two-thirds, eigh- 
teen or twenty members of the circle were 
present, and some of these were not. yet 
quite in the harness. It was plain, 
however, that all were well disposed, and 
some were men, —all were males — of 
uncommon energy and persistency of pur- 
pose. The whole city is their field of 
labor, and all the country around for 
many miles away, and the afternoon of 
the Lord’s day their chosen time of toil. 
They seek access to families, read and 
pray with them when possible, tell them 
the story of Christ crucified, invite them 
to the Sunday school and to the public 
worship of God, and by all means seek to 
win them to paths of piety. I think they 
practise, as a general thing, the plan of 
loaning the tracts instead of giving them, 
so as to have an occasion for calling again. 
This is one form of agency employed by 
this church for disseminating the truth, and 
a very effectual one it has proved. As 
often as every other week, and I think 
every week, these brethren meet to en- 
courage and strengthen each other in their 
difficult, and often very trying work. 

Early in the afternoon the Sunday 
school came together, and after that the 
people met again to hear the word of God. 
The Sunday school was made up of chil- 
dren from six to twelve or fifteen years of 
age, no infants, no adults. These were 
mostly children of the church members. 
It is found to be very difficult to secure 
the regular attendance of others, as the 
young people are swept away with the 
prevalent Continental custom of taking 
the afternoon of the Lord’s day for amuse- 
ments. The attendance on public wor- 
ship was larger than in the morning, the 
seats being nearly all filled, larger, some- 
what, I apprehend, than on ordinary 
occasions, as many were in from the out- 
stations, and a “ love feast” was expected 
in the evening. The preacher was Rey. 
J. L. Hendricks, of Elbing, who gave us a 
substantial doctrinal sermon. 

The “love feast” was nothing more 
than a social, Christian gathering, the time 
being occupied with devotional exercises, 
conversation, a free interchange of friendly 
salutations, and partaking of some simple 


Mission to France : — Letter from Mr. Cadot. 


153 


refreshments. On this occasion a formal 
address of weleome was extended by the 
pastor to the delegate from the Missionary 
Union, to which he responded in such 
words as seemed fitting. Special pains 
had been taken to embellish the room with 
flowers, mottoes, transparencies, smiling 
faces of beautiful children, all vying with 
one another in expressions of good will 
and gratitude towards their benefactors, 
the Baptists of the United States. ‘Time 
flew rapidly ; late was the hour of separa- 
tion. J. G. WarRREN, 
For. Sec. A. B. M. U. 


HAissfon to Hrance. 
LETTER FROM Mr. Capor. 


Obstacles to the Work in Chauny. 
Chauny (Aisne), Nov. 20, 1867. — 
Chauny is a small manufacturing centre, 
of about 10,000 inhabitants. The princi- 
pal business is the polishing of glass and 
the production of various chemical sub- 
stances. It is a place of much corruption, 
coupled with a great deal of Romish big- 
otry. This accounts for the persecutions 
which our brethren here suffered formerly, 
the closing of our chapel, and the impris- 
onment of br. Lepoids at the same time. 
It is also one of the reasons why the work 
of God among us advances very slowly. 
Besides, the workmen are obliged to labor 
on the Sabbath, which is a great hindrance 
to the progress of the truth. If they vio- 
late the rules, they lose their employment, 
and thus bread for their families. Now as 
they know our principles in this respect, 
and before they are converted they cannot 
decide to sacrifice their material interest, 
they are prevented from coming among 
us, because they are afraid lest they should 
be persuaded, and induced to keep holy 
the Sabbath rest. Many of them are with 
us in more respects than one ; but perhaps 
for this reason they will never become 
members of the church. Hence though 
we have many men in the congregation, 
we have scarcely any but female members 
of the church. 

When I first came here, our friends 
held their meetings in a very small room, 
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where they were much crowded and very 
uncomfortable. A portion of our brethren 
were obliged to remain outside when the 
weather permitted. This was unfavorable 
for our collections and for seasons of 
prayer, for the passers-by created confu- 
sion. When it became necessary on ac- 
count of the cold to have the doors of the 
little room closed, the air became very un- 
wholesome. Some of our sisters were often 
almost suffocated and compelled to go out. 
At the same time, just by the side of this 
room, in the same street was our own dear 
chapel, six times as large and well ventil- 
ated. But it was closed by the civil au- 
thority. It was impossible to enter it un- 
less the mayor of the city should become 
favorable to us, and the Prefect of the De- 
partment should forget his prejudices 
against us, and the Minister of the Interior 
should recall the order he had given to 
close our chapel. Now here at Chauny 
there were prejudices against us, because 
the people did not come to hear us; the 
priests and the leading laymen of the 
Romish church were hostile to us; the 
assistant mayor hated us and laughed at 
our distress, saying that he would make 
our chapel a sheep fold and put his sheep 
into it. Very naturally the clergy of the 
Catholic church joined in with these in- 
sults. One of the priests, a man of power 
and destitute of any feeling of compassion 
for us, said that our chapel should remain 
closed as long as he lived. All these peo- 
ple were to us like the Samaritans to Ne- 
hemiah’s workmen, when they were re- 
building the walls of Jerusalem. Indeed 
the cause of the gospel suffered greatly 
here during the twelve years that the 
chapel was closed. 


Persevering Prayer Answered. After 
my arrival we held a special prayer-meet- 
ing for the redpening of the chapel and 
the conversion of souls. We met regular- 
ly every Monday evening. For eighteen 
months we prayed, and labored with the 
authorities; but our efforts were without 
result; but we kept on praying. Some 
time afterwards we were informed by our 
landlord that the miserable little room 
which he rented to us was going to be de- 
molished. Nevertheless, we had no inti- 


mation that we could enter our chapel or 
find another place to hold our meetings. 
But since we had made it a subject of 
prayer, it seemed to me that we ought not 
to seek one, but rather to pray more earn- 
estly. We did so, but those days were 
days of trial. The workmen began to 
pull down the buildings which stood next 
to our little room. Fortunately, the 
owner reserved that till the last; but up 
to this time, we had received no answer 
to our prayers. The last time we met in 
the humble room, the roof had been re- 
moved, the rain poured down through the 
openings, and the wind and rain seemed 
to utter their cries, in union with our 
prayers, and all ascended together to 
Heaven. This day, after worship our 
friends transferred their furniture and 
chairs to the chapel, and I carried in the 
little desk which served me for a pulpit. 
We repaired again to our God, pleading 
that we no longer had a place of worship, 
and that we were dependent upon Him to 
open the doors of the chapel. Four or 
five Sabbaths we were obliged to meet at 
my house for worship, just in face of the 
Catholic church. The Lord was there 
with us. Finally, on the 13th Feb. 1866, 
I received official notice of the reépening 
of the chapel, and on the 17th the official 
certificate. ‘The deputy of the mayor who 
brought it to me had the air of a man 
astonished, stupified, confounded. It was 
a general surprise; even some of our 
friends could not believe it. My wife 
wept. Our brethren sung, and praised 
God. Some of our enemies, having 
learned the good news, said, “ Why do 
they let these Protestants go back to their 
chapel?” They were thrown into con- 
sternation, when they learned that our 
authorization came from the Minister of 
the Interior. I know not what was said 
by our great enemy, the priest of whom I 
have spoken, the man who had almost 
imprecated God's curse upon himself. 
Many of his associates talked together ; 
they were agitated, they were enraged, 
when they looked in that direction, passing 
us face to face on the day when with offi- 
cial authority we entered our chapel. 
Doubtless they said that Dagon had fallen 
before the ark of the Lord. As to the 
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assistant mayor, who proposed to use our 
chapel as a fold for his sheep, it was he 
who, in the absence of his colleague, was 
obliged, according to the order of the Pre- 
fect, to sign the certificate which author- 
ized us to reénter our chapel. From that 
time, this man, our bitter enemy, lost his 
honorable post as assistant mayor, so that 
he will no more be able to harm us as before. 
The mayor, who is also representative from 
our department, is now very favorable to 
us. From that time we have had no op- 
position to meet. We have repaired our 
chapel, to which nothing had been done 
for thirteen or fourteen years. It is now 
in good condition, and heated by a fur- 
nace which we have put in. Since the 
redpening of the temple, many more 
strangers attend than before. The work 
of the Lord seems more promising than it 
has done for many years. And as we 
continue to have prayer meetings for the 
conversion of souls, we rejoice in hope, 
because I believe God will soon grant us 
an answer to our prayers. 


Baptism — A Painful Recital. The 
third Sabbath in October we had a bap- 
tism here in presence of a very numerous 
assembly. This ceremony always attracts 
many spectators, and strangers who come 
from curiosity generally go away more 
serious than they came. We were to have 
had six candidates instead of five; but 
one of our sisters was prevented from 
coming by her husband. If I could give 
all the moving details of the conversion of 
these candidates, you would see from my 
humble recital that the gospel is no less 
powerful to convert sinners like Mary 
Magdalene and Zaccheus, than it was in 
the days of our Saviour. One of the num- 
ber, after passing through convictions of 
sin and mental anguish which I should in 
vain attempt to describe, at last found 
peace by trusting in Christ, who died for 
her sins. She did not seem to me very 
desirous to be baptized, which gave me 
much anxiety. But I did not know the 
cause. There was a reason, but she did 
not dare to tell me of it. I was far from 
suspecting any evil of this poor woman, so 
upright and irreproachable was all her 
conduct. As to her husband, I knew that 
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he had been in prison, and that he had 
forsaken his wife and two children of ten- 
der age. But this poor sister, bathed in 
tears, told me that while she was alone, 
without support and without any help to 
bring up her two children, — her husband 
being in prison, — she had allowed herself 
to be enticed into immorality for the sake 
of getting bread for her beloved babes. 
But her sin was followed by natural con- 
sequences, which rendered it impossible 
for her long to conceal her deeds of dark- 
ness. Then, abandoned by her friends, 
driven from her father’s house, she had re- 
solved to commit suicide. In fact, for this 
purpose she repaired to a neighboring 
pond, determined to sink in its depths her 
chagrin and her shame with her. But her 
little boy who had followed her soon came 
up with her on the brink of the pond, and 
taking her fingers in his little hand said to 
her, ‘Come, mamma, come.” The poor 
child evidently did not know what he was 
doing, as he drew his mother away from 
the edge of the abyss. Hearing the re- 
quest of the little boy, and seeing his 
earnestness to draw her away from the 
pond, she had no longer any strength to 
accomplish her purpose. Like a true 
mother she could not find it in her heart 
to resist the appeals of her child. She 
returned with him, and with God's help 
escaped the temptation. She determined 
to live, to bring up the dear little boy and 
his sister, younger than himself. 

But what was to become of the fruit of 
her sin? Bethinking herself of the home 
for foundlings, she betook herself to the 
hospital of Chaflieu, where she gave birth 
to another little boy, leaving him to the 
care of public charity. Afterwards, diffi- 
culties of every kind and painful appre- 
hensions had prevented her from going 
back after her child. At the period of the 
baptism above referred to, this child, if 
living, was ten years old. She did not 
know where he was, nor whether he was 
still alive. This is what stood in the way 
of her being baptized. Before submitting 
to the ordinance, that she might have no 
burden upon her heart, she was desirous 
of finding the poor little waif; but in ac- 
complishing this, she would run the risk of 
arousing the anger of her husband, the 
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enmity of her parents, and the opposition 
of her children. She must also bring her 
sin to the knowledge of the world. Never- 
theless she had resolved to do it before she 
offered herself for baptism. When she told 
me of these circumstances, I wrote to Laon 
(the seat of Chaflieu) and received from 
. the director of the hospital the intelligence 
that the child had died eleven months after 
his birth. 

Of the four other sisters who were bap- 
tized with this poor woman, there are two 
who, I hope, will be Priscillas to the 
church by their zeal. The other two are 
less intelligent. They cannot preach by 
their words, but their life is a testimony to 
the gospel among all who know them. 

The ordinance produced an excellent 
impression on the hearts of our young 
women. The Lord used the public pro- 
fession of one of them and her zealous 
obedience in following the example of 
Christ, to touch the hearts of many. One 
of them began to reproach herself for the 
little progress she had made, since she first 
heard the word of God. This feeling led 
to still deeper conviction of sin. Tears of 
penitence began to flow down her cheeks, 
and fervent entreaties for forgiveness were 
poared forth from her heart. A sister of 
hers was nearly at the same time impressed 
and convinced ; and three days afterwards, 
two others were seeking reconciliation 
with God. The fifth was touched by the 
Holy Spirit on the following Sabbath. 
One after another, these five young 
women, from seventeen to twenty-two 
years of age, after passing through the ex- 
perience of the prodigal son in the parable, 
found peace in believing. The last of them 
rejoiced our hearts night before last at our 
prayer meeting, by thanking God for the 
peace He had shed abroad in her heart. 
It does one good to see how happy these 
young women are. 


Other Interesting Cases. There are 
two other young persons who seem to have 
been wrought upon by the Holy Spirit, 
as a result of conversations with their com- 
panions, at the close of worship on the 
Sabbath a fortnight ago. But as they 
reside more than three leagues away, I 
have not yet been able to go and see 
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them. There is also another at Sinceny, 
whom I hope to see to-morrow ; stormy 
weather prevented her from coming last 
Sabbath. There is, besides, a man, the 
husband of the poor Mary Magdalene 
spoken of above, who seems to me to have 
been hopefully converted since our bap- 
tisms ; and still another who has for some 
time attended our meetings and appears 
well disposed. He endures the jibes and 
mockery of his fellow workmen, and is 
very fervent in prayer. His young wife 
is one of the number just baptized. 

At Caillonel, two leagues from Chauny, 
there is a woman who seems to have been 
lately converted, and several other per- 
sons who hear us with interest. I will tell 
you how I became acquainted with these 
friends. At the beginning of the present 
year, I saw a strange man enter the chapel 
in company with two females. They took 
their seats and gave attention to the wor- 
ship. At the close, all three, having also 
a young child with them, remained until I 
was at liberty, so that they could speak to 
me. By the advice of one of our sisters, 
I drew near to them. The strangers told 
me that they wished to have their child 
baptized, and begged me to per‘orm the 
ceremony. The mother of the child was 
a Protestant, of whom I had no knowl- 
edge. She had come to the chapel with 
the god-father and god-mother of her child 
(or those who were to be so), thinking 
that she had come to the National worship 
which was to be performed that day at 
Chauny. The father of the child had 
spoken to the Reformed pastor some 
weeks before ; but as he was unable to ac- 
company his wife on this occasion, she had 
made a mistake and come to the Baptists, 
thinking that she had come to the Nation- 
als. I then told them that we did not 
baptize infants; that the Lord Jesus had 
not commanded it, &c., that if she desired, 
we would pray for her child and for her, 
but that we could not baptize him. As 
it was too late to go to the other pastor, 
she consented. Then I prayed for the 
child, and the mother left, with the god- 
father and godmother, both greatly dis- 
appointed. 

The same week I sent our colporteur 
to this woman, that I might learn the effect 
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of my words and my prayer. She replied 
to Mr. Ferret, our colporteur, that as for 
the baptism of the child, she should never 
carry him to any other pastor, that the 
prayer I had offered was all-sufficient. 

Some time afterwards another young 
child of this family died, and the father 
came and begged me to officiate at the 
funeral. I went. It was on the Sabbath. 
The weather was charming. As a Prot- 
estant funeral had never occurred in the 
village I had a considerable auditory in 
the open air. Almost everybody in the 
village was present at the cemetery. My 
humble discourse enlightened some souls, 
who ever since have taken to reading the 
gospel. I was soon invited to hold meet- 
ings there during the week, and some 
months ago I think the woman who 
brought her child to me to be baptized 
became a converted person. Others ap- 
pear well disposed. 

At Cuts, four leagues from Chauny, 
where meetings are also held, another 
person has just found peace. In this last 
village there are some souls who give me 
much joy and hope, and who seem “ not 
far from the kingdom of God.” Two per- 
haps have found the Saviour since my last 
visit. In all these cases the work is wholly 
the Lord's. My sermons have no more 
opened their hearts, than they have re- 
opened our chapel. It is nothing but an 
answer to prayer. It is the Lord that has 
done it all, that man may be humbled, 
and that He alone may be exalted. Glory 
be to God alone. 
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Obstacles to the Work. Feb. 7, 1868. 
Notwithstanding the encouragements we 
receive from God, the work advances 
among us in the midst of obstacles and 
struggles. I refer not so much to the 
systematic opposition of the priests, who 
no longer have it in their power to harm 
us now that our place of worship is re- 
stored to us, — as to the spirit of infidelity 
and indifference which is almost every- 
where prevalent. There is also much re- 
ligious ignorance in all classes of society. 
Besides, if any one inclines to listen to us, 
they are often led away and turned back 
by the question of Sunday labor — so 
that many, many efforts are required to 
bring to Jesus a single soul. 

Success Granted. Evidently if we com- 
pare our success with the efforts put forth, 
we should have reason to be discouraged. 
But we ought not to be disheartened when 
we remember that a single soul is worth 
more than the whole world. In this point 
of view, I bless God that He has given us 
five new members in the year 1867, and I 
also bless Him for those whom we are 
soon, 1). V., to baptize. Surely, all our 
pains, and toils, and tears are no great 
matter; but the faithful souls who have 
joined us are of great price in the sight of 
God, since He gave His dearly beloved 
Son to die for them that they might be 
saved. Notwithstanding our indifferent 
success, we mean to labor all the same, 
certain that we shall not spend our 
strength for nought. 


MISCELLANY. 


EXPERIENCES IN BURMAH. 


After a visit of two years to her friends 
and relatives in the United States, Mrs. 
Ingalls has recently returned to the East 
once more, taking with her as an assistant 
an earnest-spirited young lady, Miss Rosa- 
mond Adams, a cousin of the American 
Ambassador at St. James’, and a grand- 
niece of the celebrated John Quincy 
Adams. On her way back to Burmah, 


Mrs. Ingalls spent some time with her 
English friends, and greatly interested 
those who had the privilege of her com- 
pany by her graphic narratives of her 
experiences in promulgating the Gospel in 
the districts which form her own mission 
field. Of some of these conversations we 
have penned the following particulars. 
One of Mrs. Ingalls’s most successful 
evangelizing journeys in Burmah origi- 
nated in a visit of two natives from an in- 
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land district to Rangoon, the principal 
port of Pegu, situated near the mouth of 
the great river Irrawadi. These men, 
having heard of the Christian teachers, 
attended several of the services conducted 
by the missionaries at Rangoon, and were 
so much impressed by the striking facts of 
redemption as preached through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that they urgently implored 
that a missionary might be sent to their 
part of the country. When reminded 
that they might themselves become the 
messengers of the Gospel, they replied 
that not only were they too ignorant as 
yet to teach others, but that news so 
strange as the revelations of immortality 
and of a Saviour’s love would not be be- 
lieved by their neighbors if only vouched 
for by themselves. They, therefore, per- 
severingly renewed their requests for a 
teacher. 

At that time the mission staff at Ran- 
goon did not permit of the departure of 
any of the regular missionaries, nor could 
any be obtained from Calcutta. Hence 
Mrs. Ingalls resolved to attempt, with 
God’s blessing and protection, the work of 
instructing the particular district for which 
help was so earnestly implored. The na- 
tives promised every assistance in convey- 
ing her to her destination, a place situated 
one hundred and forty miles from Ran- 
goon. The journey occupied nearly three 
weeks, in consequence of the dense jungles, 
swamps, tidal rivers, and other obstacles 
intervening. 

On arriving at her destination the na- 
tives gave her a cordial reception, speedily 
provided a house for her accommodation, 
and manifested great eagerness to receive 
her teachings. They were especially de- 
lighted with the prospects of a happy im- 
mortality held out by the religion and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, in contra- 
distinction to the cheerless annihilation, or 
at best degrading transmigration into brute 
forms, taught by the Buddhist priests as 
the destination of mankind after this life. 
The privilege and efficacy of prayer were 
also greatly appreciated by these simple 
mountaineers. As an illustration, Mrs. 


Ingalls mentioned that the chief food 
which the district afforded was such as she 
could not habitually partake of without 
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serious injury to her health, and as very 
little of any other kind could be procured, 
she was under the necessity of depending 
mainly on supplies of seamen’s biscuit for- 
warded at uncertain intervals, and with 
much difficulty and expense, from the dis- 
tant European settlements on the coast. 
Under these circumstances it appeared 
necessary for her to return to Rangoon, 
and with the further prospect of quitting 
Burmah altogether. Great was the grief 
and consternation of her converts when 
they found they were likely to lose their 
beloved teacher. After vainly devising 
many expedients to prevent this, they 
resolved, unknown to Mrs. Ingalls, to hold 
a meeting for united supplication that the 
Lord would grant her * a new stomach ” 
that she might be enabled to digest the 
food of their district, and so to remain 
amongst them. Having thus fervently 
prayed, they felt sure that their request 
would be granted. 

Inasmuch, however, as no immediate 
and direct change took place in Mrs. In- 
galls’s state, she became very apprehensive 
not only that her departure must be re- 
solved upon, but also that the faith of these 
young and recent converts might be sadly 
shaken in consequence of what might ap- 
pear to their childlike minds a disregard 
of their prayer by the Lord. Hence her 
own prayers for assistance and guidance 
became very earnest, But after a time 
her supplies of food from the European 
settlements or otherwise became more 
regular and suitable, so that she had the 
pleasure of calling her people together and 
of informing them that their prayers had 
been heard, at least in so far as that her 
stay amongst them might be still prolonged. 
This announcement was received with 
universal satisfaction. 

Many circumstances had previously in- 
dicated the providential care of the Lord 
for His feeble servant in her isolated posi- 
tion. Before the supply of suitable food 
became settled on a regular basis, the 
manner in which unexpected presents of 
special comforts and of’ native delicacies 
had repeatedly been brought to her resi- 
dence was very striking. Indeed her 
faithful Burmese attendant used to calcu- 
late upon such supplies as a matter of 
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course whenever the home-stock wanted 
replenishing. He would station himself at 
the door and look out patiently for the ex- 
pected presents. By and by he was pretty 
sure to exclaim, “Here it comes! The 
Lord has again sent us some more!” ‘The 
continuing recurrence of these supplies 
was truly wonderful. 

Shortly after Mrs. Ingalls had entered 
her habitation, bines of wood raised above 
the ground on poles, and thatched thickly 
with leaves, a large and deadly serpent 
took up his abode in the roof. On account 
of the fatally venomous nature of its bite, 
it was deemed prudeht not to disturb the 
animal in that position, where only a part 
of its body was exposed to view at times, 
the remaining coils being concealed amid 
the dry leafage and boughs. Notwith- 
standing the danger, Mrs. Ingalls was en- 
abled to pursue her usual mode of life, 
with a feeling of faith that whilst in the 
Lord’s work He would protect her. 
Meanwhile the serpent continued its tarri- 
ance under her roof, until one day, when 
it was discovered to have crawled down 
_ and moved outside the house ; then some 
natives were instantly summoned, and the 
reptile was killed. 

Mrs. Ingalls found much difficulty at 
first in training the native children, In 
this work singing was found to be of ines- 
timable value. When the little wild folks 
were indulging in all manner of playful- 
ness and even riot, the verses of a Chris- 
tian song sung sweetly by the white lady 
seldom failed to secure attention, and a 
request to “make that noise again.” By 
these and other expedients, united with 
much patience, prayer, and tact, a school 
was eventually gathered and brought into 
tolerable order. During the first months 
of its existence it was conducted in the 
open air, on the dry warm ground beneath 
the broad foliage of a majestic tree. As 
the year advanced, and the rainy season 
drew nearer, Mrs. Ingalls became anxious 
to have a school-house, capable of afford. 
ing shelter in unfavorable weather. On 
appealing to the children’s parents, they 
manifested a good-humored indifference, 
indolence and procrastination being their 
peculiarly besetting weaknesses. Again 


and again the good lady sought to rouse 
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them to the effort of building ; but her 
efforts continued to be unsuccessful. At 
length she asked for materials only, which 
were readily granted. The first person 
applied to pointed out some large bamboo 
poles under his own house, which he was 
willing to contribute towards the new 
erection. Other persons offered more 
poles, planks, and material. When a 
sufficient quantity was secured, Mrs. In- 
galls appealed to her pupils to help in the 
matter themselves. They were pleased 
with the proposal, and entered with youth- 
ful zeal upon the work. Forming them- 
selves into parties, they dragged the poles, 
&c., from various places to the site of the 
intended erection. When all the materials 
were thus collected, Mrs. Ingalls caused 
the public gong to be rung, which was 
only sounded in general on special occa- 
sions, such as for local events, fires, or 
alarms. Hearing this, the neighbors 
speedily assembled, when they were ad- 
dressed by the lady, who used all her 
powers of persuasion to induce them to 
render aid in raising the school-house, so 
important to the welfare of their offspring. 
At length a number of the men present 
threw aside their turbans (the usual pre- 
liminary to active exertion), and finally 
commenced driving in the large corner 
poles of the structure. From this moment 
the work went on steadily till it was 
brought to a_ successful termination. 
Meanwhile the women had codperated by 
preparing rice and other refreshments for 
the laborers. 

Notwithstanding the indolence of the 
Burmese, they possess some excellent 
qualities. Unlike the Hindus, they are 
remarkably free from bigotry. There is 
no caste or Brahminism amongst them to 
offer almost insuperable obstacles to the 
Gospel. The converted Burmese, espe- 
cially the Karen tribes of the mountains 
and inland valleys, are distinguished by 
their strong faith in the reality of Christ’s 
promises, and by their love of prayer. 
Some of the native teachers have been 
eminently blessed in their efforts to extend 
the Gospel amongst their brethren ; and 
altogether the progress of the good work 
in that land is most cheering. 

Mrs. Ingalls returns to her labors with 
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renewed health and encouragement. Some 
Christian friends have availed themselves 
of the opportunity to supply her with use- 
ful and interesting appliances for amusing 
her younger pupils, as, for instance, a 
large magic-lantern, with slides illustrating 
scenes in the Bible and in the “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” We hope the future accounts 
from this esteemed lady will be as satisfac- 
tory as those which have been thus far re- 
ceived. — Christian Work. — 


A HOME QUESTION. 


A FEW years ago, in one of the beauti- 
ful islands of Micronesia, a young girl was 
sitting at the feet of a missionary. A 
little time before that she was a wild, 
rude creature, as all the heathen children 
around her were; wearing almost no 
clothes, and likely to grow up a corrupt 
and vicious woman, like the other natives 
of the island. But the missionaries who 
had come there to live had taken her into 
their family. There she had learned 
something about God, and she tried to 
pray tohim. She had put on American 
clothes, and at the time of which I speak, 
she was helping the missionary to turn the 
Gospel of Mark into the language of the 
islanders. At last they came to a passage 
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which said something about believing in 
Christ. She stopped a moment, seemed 
to be thinking very hard about something, 
and then looked up into her teacher's face 
and said: “ Missionary, what is it to be- 
lieve in Jesus?” He had tried to explain 
it to her before, and now he tried again. 
At last she seemed to understand it, and 
to receive it into her heart as if it were 
meant for her. But just as she was begin- 
ning to feel glad that Jesus had forgiven 
her sins and was her Saviour, a very sad 
thought came to her, and she looked up 
into the teacher’s face again and said; 
“ Missionary, where are my father and 
mother? Why did you not come to tell 
us this before?” Her father and mother 
had died before the missionary came, 
without ever hearing of Jesus or the way 
of salvation. “Then I felt,” said the 
missionary, ‘as the tears rolled down my 
cheeks, that if I could only speak to the 
Christians and the Sabbath-schools of my 
native land, I would tell them to make 
haste and send out more missionarics, as 
fast as they could ; for thousands and mill- 
ions of heathen fathers and mothers, and - 
boys and girls too, are passing away every 
year without so much as knowing that 
Jesus died to save them.” — Missionary 
Herald. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The fifty-fourth annual meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be 
held in the First Baptist Mariners’ church, Oliver St., New York city, on Thursday, 


May 21, 1868, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


The annual sermon will be preached by Rev. 


Thomas Armitage, D. D., of N. Y., or by Rev. W. W. Evarts, D. D., of Illinois, his 


alternate. 
Lawrence, Mass., March 16th, 1868. 


G. W. Bosworth, Rec. Sec. 


In accordance with a provision of the Constitution, the fifty-fourth annual meeting 
of the Board of Managers of the A. B. M. Union will be held in the First Baptist 
Mariners’ church, Oliver St., New York city, immediately after the final adjournment 
of the meeting of the Union, which convenes on Thursday, May 21. 


Burlington, Iowa, March 16th, 1868. 


G. J. Jounson, Rec. Sec. 


